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Let the sea resound, and 
everything in it, 
the world, and all 
who live in it . . . 
let them sing before the 
Lord, 
for he comes to judge 
the earth. 
He will judge the world 
in righteousness 





A surprisingly large number of North American Chris-tians have succumbed to a 
compartmentalized discipleship and 
a privatized piety. We have com-
partments in our lives for work, fam-
ily, recreation, leisure time, vaca-
tions, and shopping. And, of course, 
we have one little compartment for 
church, discipleship, and spiritual 
life. But in all honesty, the so-called 
"secular" compartments tend to 
dominate our lives, and we Chris-
tians are virtually indistinguishable 
from our non-Christian neighbors. 
Those of us who have narrowed 
God's redemptive activity to that of 
rescuing our disembodied souls have 
particularly tended to trivialize what 
it means to be a disciple and mini-
mize the scope of what God is doing 
in our world. 
You see, in the popular under-
standing of what it means to be a 
Christian, Christ comes in and trans-
forms our hearts—the spiritual com-
partment of our lives. And, of course, 
he heals our psychological hang-ups 
and even gives us a little hand with 
our dispositions and relationships. 
The author of The Mustard Seed Con-
spiracy, Tom Sine is a "futurist" by profes-
sion, working in the area of research and 
planning with a number of major denomina-
tions. This article was reprinted from his 
book Why Settle for More and Miss the 
Best? copyrighted © 1987, and published by 
Word, Inc., Dallas, Texas. Used by per-
But our fundamental life direction 
and life values are set by the visions 
and values of our secular American 
culture. 
For example, what is our life 
direction before we become a Chris-
tian? Upward mobility! What is our 
life direction after we become Chris-
tians? Upward mobility—except God 
is there to help us become more suc-
cessful in our high-altitude scram-
bling! 
And what were our values before 
we became Christians? Materialism, 
individualism, and looking out for 
number one! What were our values 
after we became Christians? Exactly 
the same. In fact, we have found an 
amazing array of ways to sanctify 
and rationalize our greed, autonomy, 
and self-interest by embracing the 
gospel of success and prosperity. 
(Ben Franklin, inventor of the suc-
cess gospel, once wrote, "Reason is a 
wonderful thing because one can 
always find a reason for whatever it 
is that one wants to do.") 
In fact, a disappointingly large 
number of Christian books, broad-
casts, and sermons seem to encour-
age this limited view of discipleship 
by accepting the visions and values 
of American culture as an unques-
tioned given. By default we allow the 
secular culture to set the agenda for 
all the "non-spiritual" compartments 
of our lives. And then we try to work 
our faith in around the edges of 
already overcrowded lives. 
You can be sure that in the first 
century the disciples of Jesus Christ 
weren't doing Roman culture nine-
to-five with church on Sundays! 
They understood that following 
Christ is a whole-life proposition 
that transforms life direction, values— 
everything. 
Whatever commands our time, 
energy, and resources commands us. 
And if we are honest, we will admit 
that our lives really aren't that differ-
ent from those of our secular coun-
terparts. I suspect that one of the 
reasons we are so ineffective in evan-
gelism is that we are so much like the 
people around us that we have very 
little to which we can call them. We 
hang around church buildings a little 
more. We abstain from a few things. 
But we simply aren't that different. 
We don't even do hedonism as well 
as the folks around us . . . but we 
keep on trying. 
Being a Christian 
is more than doing 
American culture 
nine-to-five with 
church on Sunday. 
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POLICY 
by Tom Sine 
As a result of this unfortunate 
accommodation, Christianity is re-
duced to little more than a spiritual 
crutch to help us through the mine-
fields of the upwardly mobile life. 
God is there to help us get our pro-
motions, our house in the suburbs, 
and our bills paid. Somehow God 
has become a co-conspirator in our 
agendas instead of our becoming a 
co-conspirator in his. Something is 
seriously amiss. 
Listen again to the invitation of 
the Master: "Anyone who wishes to 
be a follower of mine must leave self 
behind; he must take up his cross, 
and come with me. Whoever cares 
for his own safety is lost; but if a man 
will let himself be lost for my sake 
and for the Gospel, that man is safe. 
What does a man gain by winning 
the whole world at the cost of his 
true self?" (Mk. 8:34-36, NEB). 
The message is clear. Either we 
put his agenda first or we miss it 
entirely! But we have trouble hear-
ing that. As John Alexander explains 
in The Other Side magazine: "Chris-
tians spend a lot of time and energy 
explaining why Jesus couldn't pos-
sibly have meant what He said. This 
is understandable; Jesus is an ex-
tremist and we are all moderates. 
What is worse, He was an extremist 
in His whole life—not just in the 
narrowly spiritual areas—but in 
everything, so we have to find ways 
to dilute His teaching." 
Tragically, in contemporary Chris-
tianity we keep finding ways to 
evangelical 
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Discipleship... 
We cannot accept Christ into our hearts 
without accepting Christ's vision for the future 
into the very center of our lives. 
soften Jesus' radical teaching and 
ignore his compassionate vision. As 
a consequence, his vision has very 
little impact on either our lives or 
God's world. But thankfully, Christ 
never gives up. He keeps urging us to 
set aside our lesser agendas and seek 
his kingdom first. 
The Scripture makes it pretty clear 
that this business of following Jesus 
is a whole-life proposition. Listen to 
Paul's challenge to the Roman Chris-
tians: "Therefore, I urge you, broth-
ers, in view of God's mercy, to offer 
your bodies as living sacrifices, holy 
and pleasing to God—which is your 
spiritual worship. Do not conform 
any longer to the pattern of this 
world, but be transformed by the 
renewing of your mind. Then you 
will be able to test and approve what 
God's will is—his good, pleasing and 
perfect will" (Rom. 12:1-2, NIV). 
Urging us to give our "bodies to 
Christ" is simply another way of 
challenging us to give ourselves total-
ly to God, inviting Christ to renew 
our minds and transform our values. 
Therefore, if we want to discover 
our role in the drama of God, we 
won't find it simply by making church 
on Sundays one compartment in our 
upwardly mobile scramble. Christ 
reminds us not to worry about our 
lives by asking, "What shall we eat?' 
or 'What shall we drink?' or 'What 
shall we wear?' For the pagans run 
after all these things, and your heav-
enly Father knows that you need 
them. But seek first his kingdom and 
his righteouness, and all these things 
will be given to you as well" (Mt. 
6:33, NIV). 
So all right. We decide to give in and follow Jesus with our total lives and seek his king-
dom first. How do we become whole-
life disciples? 
I believe that in our culturally 
convenient Christianity we have 
seriously misunderstood what it 
means to be a Christ follower. You 
see, we cannot accept Christ into our 
hearts without accepting Christ's vi-
sion for the future into the very cen-
ter of our lives. To follow this Jesus, 
we are called not only to repent of 
our sins, but to relinquish the illu-
sory dreams with which we have 
been raised and embrace a new 
dream. 
But how do we discover God's 
purposes for the human future and 
our own lives? 
First, I believe we need to go back 
to the Bible. Begin with the proph-
ets. Open Isaiah. Underline every 
portion that reveals God's loving 
intentions for his people and his 
world. Meditate on the passages you 
underline. Imagine Isaiah's vision 
becoming a reality today. Pay par-
ticular attention to portions such as 
Isaiah 2:1-4, 65:17-19, 25:6-9, 35:1-
10, 61:1-3. Allow yourself to savor 
the compelling beauty and power of 
the promised future of God. Ask, 
"What impact will his compelling 
future have on the urgent challenges 
that fill our world today and to-
morrow?" 
Now, turn to the Gospels. Begin 
with Luke. Against the rich tapestry 
of Isaiah's prophetic vision, listen to 
Jesus as he speaks to us of his 
Father's kingdom. Watch him act 
out its loving intentions—healing 
the sick, feeding the hungry, and set-
ting free the possessed. Allow the 
biblical images to take root deeply in 
your soul and begin replacing the 
other dreams and aspirations. Only 
to the extent that we are captured by 
the compelling imagery of God's 
vision will we be able to live out that 
vision in the culture that surrounds 
us. 
You see, the first call of the king-
dom of God is not to action; it's to 
being. The first call is not to procla-
mation or to social action, but to 
incarnation. Christ calls us—in spite 
of our brokenness—to become quite 
literally the living presence of his 
body in the world today. We're to be 
the living good news that the future 
of God has broken into human his-
tory. Unless we do that, we have no 
basis on which to speak or act. 
The charismatics are right in that 
we must be filled with the Spirit of 
the living God. There's no way we 
can be whole-life disciples, bearing 
the fruits of the Spirit, without the 
Spirit's Christ dwelling in us. But I 
believe we must also be filled with 
the vision of the loving God. For it is 
only as people see the compelling 
vision of God and the countercul-
ture values of God fleshed out in our 
lives that they will believe Christ's 
remarkable claim—that the kingdom 
of God has broken into our world! 
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But the Counselor, 
the Holy Spirit, 
whom the Father 
will send in my 
name, will teach 
you all things and 
will remind you of 
everything I have 
said to you. 
John 14:26 
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When Jesus told his disciples that 
he was about to return to the Father, 
they virtually went into shock. God 
had come to them in human form, 
and they had lived a few years of life 
in a dimension of reality that had 
escaped mankind for centuries. They 
could not comprehend how they 
could ever live "normal" lives again, 
if the very center of life were sud-
denly taken from them. They would 
be spiritual orphans, with a sense of 
loss more profound than the loss of 
an earthly parent. 
It was then that Jesus began to 
talk to them about another parakle-
tos (Comforter, Counselor, Advo-
cate), the Holy Spirit, whom he 
would send to them. This Comforter 
or Counselor would be to them what 
Jesus had been in the days of his 
earthly ministry. In fact, he would be 
the very Spirit of Christ, making 
Christ as real to the disciples as when 
he was among them, even though 
they could no longer see him with 
their physical eyes. When the Spirit 
came upon them they would no 
longer feel like orphans, but they 
would know their relationship with 
the Father through Jesus the Son. 
Pentecost verified Jesus' promise of 
a Comforter. As the rushing wind of 
that day filled all the house, so also 
the presence of the Spirit filled the 
empty recesses of the disciples' hearts. 
Again they knew that God was with 
them, the source and strength of life. 
The teaching of Jesus (John 14) 
and the experience of the disciples 
(Acts 1 and 2) highlight two broad 
categories of the personal ministry 
of the Holy Spirit. First, there is the 
ministry of the Spirit in and for the 
believer. Then, there is the ministry 
of the Spirit through the believer for 
the sake of the world. These two 
focal points shape the content of the 
discussion in this chapter. 
The Spirit's ministry to believers 
Before Jesus spoke to his disciples 
of what the Spirit would do, he first 
called their attention to the divine 
personhood of the Spirit. The literal 
meaning of the word translated 
"Counselor" is "one called to the side 
of." Except for necessary times of 
retreat or reflection, we do not like 
to be alone. We are made for com-
panionship. We appreciate the rela-
tionship of someone being present 
with us, even if not much is being 
said and little else is being done for 
us. The Holy Spirit is God's com-
panionship with us. Apart from what 
he does in our lives, the fact of his 
personal presence brings a sense of 
Tightness, of completeness, in our 
relationship with God. In the Holy 
Spirit we relate to God on a "first 
name" basis. 
Often we fail to realize the impli-
cation of Jesus' reference to the 
Spirit as "another Counselor." The 
word "another" in the original lan-
guage means "another of the same 
kind." In other words, our best clue 
to the person and ministry of the 
Spirit is the person and ministry of 
Jesus. A lot of distorted views could 
be avoided if people could think of 
the Spirit as being like Christ. The 
Holy Spirit is not some mysterious 
force or influence which is going to 
take over our faculties, like a cosmic 
hypnotist, and make us do a lot of 
weird things we would not choose to 
do under our own control. Quite the 
opposite, the Spirit will interact with 
us gently and winsomely, just like 
Jesus treated people when he walked 
among them. 
Further proof that the Spirit is 
like Jesus is seen in his ministry to 
believers. He carries on the same 
activities now as Jesus did for the 
disciples during his ministry. 
Ministry of teaching 
Teaching was so much a part of 
Jesus' ministry that people often 
addressed him simply as "Teacher." 
Jesus taught by word (often in story 
form), by example, and by "hands-
on" experiences for his disciples. The 
Spirit, he said, would continue to do 
this for his followers. He would be 
known as the Spirit of truth because 
he would bring to mind the things 
Jesus taught (John 14:17, 26). The 
Spirit would guide into all truth, 
including necessary knowledge of 
things yet to come (John 16:13). His 
"anointing" would keep Christians 
from being carried away by doctri-
nal error (1 John 2:18-27). In short, 
whenever the Word would be read 
The Holy Spirit helps us experience 
prayer as Jesus did: a genuine dialogue 
and an intimate communion 
with the Father. 
or proclaimed, the Spirit would en-
lighten its truth and inspire its effect. 
The greatest way to remember 
something is to find some way to 
associate it with your own life. Thus 
the Holy Spirit takes the truth of the 
Word and applies it to some imme-
diate need of our life. Do we lack 
understanding? The Holy Spirit il-
luminates so we might form our 
thinking correctly. Do we take spir-
itual things for granted? Then he 
inspires the truth, kindling new ex-
citement in our heart for the things 
of God. Are we weak and spiritually 
malnourished? The Spirit makes the 
truth meat and bread to us, giving us 
strength to live. Do we have a deci-
sion to make? He will bring a pas-
sage to our attention that shows us 
the way to go. The same Spirit who 
told the biblical writers what to say is 
the teacher/interpreter of Christians 
today, so we can understand the 
message God has given. 
Ministry in prayer 
Jesus' disciples once asked him to 
teach them to pray. His immediate 
response was to give them the model 
prayer we call the Lord's prayer 
(Matthew 6:9-12). But he did much 
more. He gave them his own life as a 
model of effective prayer. He taught 
them that attitudes were more im-
portant than the words that were 
spoken or the length of the prayers 
(Matthew 6:5-15). He taught them 
to be persistent in prayer (Luke 18:1-
8) and to pray in faith, confident that 
the Father knew their needs and was 
eager to meet them (Luke 11:1-13). 
He showed them the power in prayer 
when it reaches such depths of ex-
pression as "not my will but thine be 
done," and "Father, forgive them, 
they don't know what they are doing" 
(See Matthew 26:39-42 and Luke 
23:34). 
In like manner the Spirit vitalizes 
our prayer life. Perhaps the best 
commentary on what it means to 
pray "in the Spirit" is provided by 
Romans 8:26-27: 
In the same way, the Spirit 
helps us in our weakness. We 
do not know what we ought to 
pray, but the Spirit himself 
intercedes for us with groans 
that words cannot express. And 
he who searches our hearts 
knows the mind of the Spirit, 
because the Spirit intercedes 
for the saints in accordance 
with God's will. 
The Spirit is the one who stands 
between the Father and his will for 
us and the needs of our heart, how-
ever poorly we understand or express 
them in prayer. He makes prayer 
more than just a pious exercise or a 
religious monologue. Instead, the 
Spirit helps us experience prayer as 
Jesus did: a genuine dialogue and an 
intimate communion with the Father. 
Ministry against sin 
In the course of his ministry, Jesus 
was not silent about sin and its 
effects. His teaching, however, 
pointed to the real root of sin as a 
condition of the heart. It was the 
things within, Jesus said, that cor-
rupted people's lives and produced 
the outward deeds of evil. By the 
transparent goodness of his life, Jesus 
brought condemnation to those 
whose motivations were not whole-
some. Above all, Jesus delighted in 
speaking the word which freed peo-
ple from sin. The literal meaning of 
the Greek word for "forgive" is "to 
send away, to dismiss." Jesus had 
power over the guilty memory of sin, 
the powerful hold sin had upon peo-
ple's lives, and dreadful consequen-
ces it produced. 
It is not surprising, then, that 
I 
another ministry of the Spirit that 
Jesus explained to his disciples was 
in regard to sin. The Spirit, Jesus 
said, would convict of sin, right-
eousness, and judgment (John 16:8-
11). He is the one who delivers a 
guilty verdict against wrongdoings 
in our life. He holds our life up to the 
mirror of God's Word and reveals 
the inward corruption of our heart. 
He impresses upon us the urgency of 
action lest the consequences of sin 
take their toll. 
The Spirit's work reaches his re-
demptive depth, however, in freeing 
our life from sin. In Romans 8:13 it 
is said that by the Spirit we "put to 
death the misdeeds of the body." 
This certainly has several aspects to 
it, not all of which can be touched 
upon here. I will comment upon one 
aspect, however, that struck me 
forcefully several years ago. 
As I walked about the Messiah 
College campus, I noticed that the 
pin oak trees retained their leaves 
throughout the winter, in spite of the 
fact that the frost had killed the 
leaves in mid-fall, turning them a 
drab brown. The wind, sleet, snow, 
and ice of winter caused only a few 
of these leaves to lose their grip on 
the branches. When spring arrived, I 
noticed that the ground was loaded 
with pin oak leaves. I wondered 
what finally dislodged them from 
the branches. I lifted my eyes to the 
trees in search of an explanation and 
saw that the buds of spring had 
caused the old leaves to finally drop 
off. 
Then Romans 8:13 flashed into 
my mind. Is not this an illustration 
of the Spirit's power over sin? When 
one finds redemption in Jesus Christ, 
sin is put to death in the life. And yet 
many Christians find some habits 
difficult to break. There may be 
besetting sins that defy their best 
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The Holy Spirit will come whenever 
our heart is ready for his dwelling, 
and he will come however God sees best 
to meet our personal needs. 
efforts to dislodge them. Sin within 
seems to withstand their desire to 
fully follow the Lord. And then a 
springtime enters their Christian ex-
perience. The vital life of the Spirit 
within causes new buds of the fruit 
of the Spirit to appear. To their utter 
amazement, these Christians find 
the disfiguring leaves of their past 
expelled from their life. The Spirit, 
like Christ, sets free from sin. 
The Spirit's ministry 
through believers 
Jesus first spoke of the Spirit's 
strength in terms of his inward min-
istry to the disciples themselves. But 
in his last discourses he also spoke of 
the Spirit's role of strengthening 
them for witness and service to the 
world. The disciples would not be 
alone in their witness about Jesus. 
The Holy Spirit would be with them 
as well, giving his testimony of Jesus 
and thus making the disciples' words 
effective (John 15:26-27). As the day 
approached when the disciples would 
need to be God's messengers to the 
world, Jesus' words about this min-
istry of the Spirit became more 
explicit. Just before his ascension he 
instructed them to wait in Jerusalem 
until "clothed with power from on 
high" (Luke 24:48^9), power from 
the Holy Spirit to make them wit-
nesses for Jesus throughout the world 
(Acts 1:8). 
Pentecost came as a full demon-
stration of Jesus'words (Acts 2). The 
same people who fled for their lives 
on the night of Jesus' arrest and hid 
from the authorities for weeks there-
after, suddenly took to the streets 
and proclaimed Jesus to the very 
people they had feared so much. 
They preached Jesus in spite of 
threats and imprisonment (Acts 3 
and 4), persecution and death (Acts 
7 and 12), and the opposition of reli-
gious and civil authorities. Philip 
had the courage to preach Jesus to 
the Samaritans, bitter enemies of the 
Jews (Acts 8). Peter broke religious 
tradition and entered a Gentile's 
home to preach Christ to a Jewish 
proselyte (Acts 10). And Paul en-
dured long, difficult missionary 
journeys to introduce both Jews and 
Gentiles to the Messiah. 
Power to witness in the New Tes-
tament did not mean the witnesses 
never experienced fear or failure. In 
the prayer meeting in Acts 4, the 
early Christians prayed for courage 
to witness. They were faced with 
persecution and needed boldness to 
continue their witnessing. It took 
special preparation by the Spirit to 
get Philip to approach the Ethiopian 
(Acts 8), Ananias to minister to Paul 
(Acts 9), and Peter to carry the gos-
pel to the house of a Gentile (Acts 
10, 11). Paul admitted to the Corin-
thians that he began his witness 
among them "in weakness and fear, 
and with much trembling" (1 Corin-
thians 2:1-5; cf. Acts 18:9-11). He 
asked the Ephesians to pray for him, 
that he would have the courage to 
open his mouth to proclaim Christ 
with boldness during his imprison-
ment at Rome (Ephesians 6:18-20). 
The Spirit's clothing the believer 
with power to witness, then, means a 
strengthening in spite of normal 
fears. As tools prove their worth in 
the using, so the Spirit manifests his 
power while we engage in witness-
ing. If we wait for some overpower-
ing experience to banish all fear 
from our lives, we will not know the 
Spirit in this way, and little witness-
ing will get done. 
It simply is not true that only out-
going, salesman-type personalities are 
people filled by the Spirit for wit-
ness. While Peter and Paul domi-
nate the accounts in Acts, others 
prove quite effective, though they 
were not as outgoing. One thinks of 
Philip, the deacon who turned evan-
gelist, along with several of his 
daughters (Acts 21:8-9). There is 
Dorcas who witnessed by means of 
her craft as a seamstress (Acts 9:36-
42). One could go on and list many 
who labored with Paul as mission-
ary helpers and appointees, but were 
considerably more reticient than 
Paul. My favorite character in Acts 
is Barnabas. While he took a back 
seat to Paul, he comforted people 
wherever he went (and thus earned 
his surname which meant son of 
encouragement—Acts 4:36). Barna-
bas demonstrated the strength of a 
quiet spirit, yet he was an effective 
missionary in his own right. 
There are a host of Christians, 
modern Dorcases and Barnabases, 
who are effectively witnessing for 
Christ but will never be featured in a 
book of the world's most recognized 
witnesses. Stable Christian marriages 
are a witness to many in a society 
where more marriages seem to fail 
than succeed. Those who demon-
strate honesty on the job and integ-
rity in business are recognized for 
their Christian principles. Churches 
which care for their people and min-
ister to the hurting are getting a mes-
sage through to neighbors, relatives, 
and friends more often than they 
know. This is the Spirit at work in 
individuals and groups, witnessing 
by the strength of conviction and 
compassion. 
The life we live and the Christlike 
things we do are also a preparation 
for verbal witness. They provide 
credibility for the verbal message 
that we share. But we cannot stop 
short of spoken witness and still suc-
ceed in carrying the gospel to the 
world. This was illustrated for me by 
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God knows how to give good gifts— 
especially the Holy Spirit—to his people. 
For our part, the essential thing is 
that we ask the Father to do it. 
a mission executive who told this 
story during my seminary days. 
Traveling on a train on one occa-
sion, he needed a table to do some 
paper work. The only place he could 
find access to one was in the dining 
car, which also served as the liquor 
bar for the train. Naturally, he had 
no part with the refreshment others 
were having, nor their conversation 
at the bar. After completing his 
work, he ordered a soft drink and 
joined with the people in a game of 
guessing each other's occupations. 
The group decided he was likely an 
F.B.I, agent. He had done nothing 
un-Christian while among them, but 
until he spoke to them about his job 
in missions, they had no clear idea he 
was a Christian. We must do more 
than let our life witness for us. Peo-
ple might well have noticed that we 
are different, but they will not know 
why we are different until we tell 
them about Christ. 
Many Christians feel guilty about 
their weakness in spoken witness. 
How shall they find their courage to 
do it? First, many of our fears stem 
from not knowing how to do it. Here 
is where a variety of soul-winning 
classes have prepared thousands of 
Christians for personal evangelism. 
There simply is no substitute, how-
ever, for teaming up with an expe-
rienced witness and learning how to 
do it through observation and prac-
tice. This is how Jesus trained his 
disciples and how Paul developed 
new believers to become effective 
missionaries. The Spirit works in the 
Christian fellowship, using those 
gifted in evangelism to develop the 
gifts of others for the same ministry. 
Secondly, we need to discover 
here, too, that the Father gives the 
Holy Spirit to those who ask him 
(Luke 11:13; cf. Acts 4:23-31). John 
Zuck is now a pastor in Calgary, 
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Alberta, Canada. As a young Chris-
tian he was troubled about his inabil-
ity to witness to the men he worked 
with. When he tried to witness, it 
seemed his fears accentuated the 
speech impediment that was part of 
his life. He felt the responsibility to 
witness and began to pray that God 
would strengthen him for it. During 
meetings in his local church, he 
prayed for the Spirit to empower his 
life for witness and believed God had 
answered his prayer. On the job he 
found courage to verbalize his faith; 
even his speech impediment was 
gone. Now one of his greatest thrills 
is sharing the gospel with those who 
need to hear it. 
Jesus came to earth to bear wit-
ness to the Father. Now his follow-
ers have been commissioned with 
this task. Nothing is more central 
than this in God's purpose concern-
ing the world. When we come to 
realize Christ's perspective on peo-
ple and their need for eternal salva-
tion, we will be in line for God's 
resources to carry out the task. He 
will strengthen us through the Spirit 
to be faithful witnesses. 
The Holy Spirit and you 
In the closing days of his ministry, 
Jesus announced the Spirit who 
would come (John 14 and Acts 1). 
The second chapter of Acts records 
the historic coming of the Spirit with 
such definiteness that to this day 
Pentecost is a fixed calendar day for 
Christians, just as Christmas and 
Easter are. In Peter's message on 
that first Pentecost, he declared that 
the Holy Spirit was the Father's 
promise to every Christian (Acts 
2:38-39). Thus the early church 
showed concern when anyone pro-
fessed faith in Christ but had not 
received the Spirit (Acts 8:14-17; 
19:1-7). God simply does not want 
any of his children going through life 
feeling like orphans. Our bodies are 
to be the temple of the Holy Spirit (1 
Corinthians 6:19), not the empty 
tenements of an absentee Lord. 
The past century has witnessed 
enormous controversy over the Holy 
Spirit. To the degree that this discus-
sion has focused people's attention 
upon the vital role of the Spirit, it 
has fulfilled an essential role. To the 
degree that it has distracted people 
over uncertain questions of "when" 
and "how" the Spirit comes to an 
individual, it has been a stumbling 
block rather than a stepping stone. 
In these matters the simple, common 
sense approach is best. The Spirit 
will come whenever our heart is 
ready for his dwelling, and he will 
come however God sees best to meet 
our personal needs. The Spirit him-
self will satisfy the Christian of his 
presence in the life. He will manifest 
himself in personal ministries for the 
believer's welfare and in equipping 
the disciple for witness concerning 
Christ. The Father knows how to 
give good gifts—especially the Holy 
Spirit—to his people. For our part, 
the essential thing is that we ask the 
Father to do it (Luke 11:9-13). • 
Reprinted from Everything Necessary: 
God's provisions for the holy life, published 
by Evangel Publishing House, Nappanee, 
Ind. The author is a member of thefaculty of 
the Ashland (Ohio) Theological Seminary. 
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Is this our vision for the 1990s? 
Determined to make 
a difference 
Forget the former 
things; do not 
dwell on the past. 
See, I am doing a 
new thing! 
(Isaiah 43:18-19) 
Former Bishop Harvey Sider, in 
his February 1989 newsletter, called 
the <90s a "Decade of Challenge." 
The Pentecostals are calling the ^Os 
a "Decade of Destiny."The message 
is clear: you and I can make a differ-
ence. That is, we can if we want to. 
However, we have to change. We 
have no option. God will do a new 
and great thing for us if we let him. 
The cover story of USA Today, 
Nov. 27, 1989, called the '80s a 
"decade of excess." It says, "We 
swaggered through the portals and 
grabbed as much as we could as fast 
as we could. We were greedy and 
gluttonous." The report makes it 
very clear that we're on the wrong 
road. To have everything is to have 
nothing. The article continues, "We 
needed new things to believe in." The 
This article is excerptedfrom Walter Kel-
ly's 1990 Canadian Conference sermon. At 
that time, Kelly pastored the Welland, Ont., 
congregation and was track chaplain at the 
Merrittville Speedway. Since then he has 
assumed the pastorate of the Bridlewood, 
Ont., church. 
decade of the ^Os will emerge as a 
decade when people begin to care. 
The pre-Christians are looking for 
something to believe in, a gentler 
people who realize the need to care 
. . . to do something for the world 
we live in. 
My conviction is this: unless you 
and I are prepared to impact our 
society for Christ in this decade, we 
will become such a minority that the 
Church won't even be a considera-
tion for the unchurched by the year 
2000. It will take a personal determi-
nation to change and to take some 
risks. Unless you and I determine to 
impact our culture—engaging per-
sons on their turf—the Church may 
not survive the next century. 
Harvey Sider asks the question, 
"Do God's people, individually and 
corporately, have the will, the crea-
tivity, the moral and spiritual stam-
ina to meet such challenges?" My 
answer is yes, but not unless we are 
prepared to change to meet the chal-
lenges of the ^Os. 
The pagans are not flocking to my 
church or your church. It takes a lot 
of work to get a non-churched per-
son to come out for an Easter ser-
vice. The phone is not ringing off the 
hook with people asking, "What 
must I do to be saved?" Somehow in 
our 200 years of history, we've be-
come a closed, smug, religious com-
munity. We've got the answers, but 
no one is asking the questions. 
by Walter Kelly 
The Brethren in Christ Church 
has good doctrine. We excel at run-
ning a good business meeting. Our 
goals are excellent and easy to affirm. 
Our hymnology is par excellence. 
We are proper about all that we do 
within the Church. The only prob-
lem is we're not engaging our culture 
for Christ. 
During the 'SOs we were impacted 
by people and events like the wed-
ding of Lady Di, the explosion of the 
Challenger space craft, the death of 
the Ayatollah Khomeini, the massa-
cre of Chinese students in Tianan-
men Square, the downfall of Jim 
and Tammy Bakker, and the humil-
iation of Ben Johnson. I search in 
vain for Christians (clergy and laity) 
who have impacted our world for 
Christ. But rather, Peewee Hermin, 
Bill Cosby, Madonna, E.T., Alf, 
Johnny Carson, and Barbara Fram 
continue to influence, mold, and 
affect our culture. Time Magazine's 
Man of the Decade was Mikhail 
Gorbachev, leader of Communist, 
atheistic Russia—the one man who 
symbolizes change more than anyone 
else in the world. 
All sorts of walls are coming 
down in Europe, but remain high 
and solid around our little churches. 
God wants to do a new thing in our 
lives, in our churches, within our 
pagan culture. The person of Jesus 
Christ is the same. He will change 
lives. I've seen it! But we have to take 
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some chances first. It will take risks, 
but you have nothing to lose. Many 
of your Christian lives are boring. 
You are frustrated and you could 
care less about priorities. You have 
no goals, you haven't been involved 
in the life of a non-Christian for 
months. Yes, you've been faithful. 
Yes, you believe. Yes, you've prayed. 
But, no, you haven't been fruitful. 
Quite frankly, I believe we have a 
leadership crisis because not enough 
of us are involved in the lives of 
pagans. My friends, it's not the 
bishop or the church board who 
keep me honest in ministry. It's the 
pagans at the coffee shop, or in the 
race car pits. They watch me, they 
read me, and call it the way it is. 
They quiz me about anything—I 
mean anything, any subject. For us 
to have a credible gospel message 
and impact, we've got to embody 
Jesus the Way, the Truth, and the 
Life in the world in which we live. 
John Wesley said, "When you've 
told me everything else, show me the 
way to heaven." We can only show 
them the way by being with them. 
One night, in the Merrittville 
Speedway pits, there was mud and 
water after a week of rain. My white 
pants were dirty! Jerry Davis, a big, 
six-foot five-inch bearded character, 
said, "For Christ's sake, Walter! 
What the hell are you doing in this 
mud?" 
With a big smile and open arms, I 
replied, "Jerry, for Christ's sake!" 
(And I know that some of you are 
more upset with the language I just 
used than you are happy that Jerry 
Davis has been touched by the 
gospel.) 
1 0 
On Sunday, July 30, 1989, Jerry 
Davis was in our church with 28 
others from the track on what we 
called "Dirt Track Racing Sunday," 
a first for racing and the church. I've 
been asked what the church is doing 
at the track. The answer is, letting 
them know there is a better way. 
Three weeks ago, 1 dedicated a rac-
er's baby to the Lord. This summer 
our summer missionary is from a 
racing family. Last week, a racer and 
his common-law wife were in church. 
It's hard to make an impact on them, 
but we can do it if we are willing to 
take some risks and change. 
I am determined to change and 
have determined to make Jesus Christ 
real in the lives of those I touch. My 
friends, the world needs who we 
have! They need the Jesus we sing 
about. They really don't want to go 
to hell. 
You and I can 
make a difference 
for Christ in the 
^Os if we allow 
ourselves to change, 
take some risks, 
and let God do 
new things in us. 
In the ^Os, if we are out in the 
world where Jesus wants us, we will 
encounter people with AIDS, the 
disabled, the abused, those who have 
been hurt by the organized church, 
the single parents, the poor and the 
aged. God's word to us today is that 
he desires to do the new thing in your 
life, in the life of your church, in your 
community. 
Rick Hanson—Canada's Man of 
the Year in 1987—is a Canadian 
hero, a solitary figure in a wheel-
chair. He is in pain, in solitude, but 
always with a mission—to spread 
the message that a man with courage 
can conquer the world if he can con-
quer himself. Think of his original 
goal. Did Rick Hanson really under-
stand what it would mean to average 
80 kilometers per day for a total of 
40,075 kilometers? He dared to dream. 
He was willing to take some risks. 
He did it one push at a time. 
After four years of consistent wit-
nessing at the race track, spending 
hours in the pits, writing articles for 
the weekly program, being booed 
while I gave prayers to over 3,500 
fans, interesting things have begun 
to happen. Attitudes and lives have 
begun to change. In November 1989 
I received a beautiful silver tray, an 
award from "the world"—the Ray 
Stevens Award. Ray is an ex-racer, 
lives in a wheelchair and is a pit crew 
boss. It simply says, "To Rev. Walter 
Kelly for the betterment of stock car 
racing." To God be the glory! 
You and I can make a difference 
for Christ in the ^Os if we allow 
ourselves to change, to take some 
risks, and see the new things God 
will do in and through each of us. • 
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Handicapped. . . 
Her name was Becky, and she had 
come for a two-week vacation at Camp 
Echoing Hills. It was at this Christian 
camp for the handicapped that we met 
and became friends. Becky was an intel-
ligent woman, though one might not 
know it at first glance. Besides being 
intelligent, Becky had a fervent love for 
God. Her compassion and ability to 
transport people into the presence of 
God when she prayed was overwhelm-
ing. As for her personality, she was 
strong, steadfast, and full of joy. One 
could feel Becky's optimism radiate as 
she communicated with her friends. 
During our first two weeks together 
at camp, I quickly grew to love Becky as 
a true sister in the Lord. We did every-
thing together—from a hike in the brisk 
morning air to quiet devotions by a few 
remaining glowing embers. As the days 
flew by, our friendship grew. In this 
short time, we shared so much. This 
woman who was imprisoned by a pal-
sied body had taught me much. Becky, 
although unable to form audible words, 
would communicate to me through her 
eyes. An upward glance meant "yes"and 
a down-cast look was a "no." One may 
be inclined to think that just a two-word 
vocabulary limited our conversations to 
the basic necessities of life, but this was 
not so. Surprisingly, as our friendship 
grew, our ability to converse without 
words developed. We could communi-
cate on a deeper level and share each 
other's joys and sorrows with just our 
eyes, facial expressions, and a few words. 
It was amazing to us as well as to others 
how we could share so much and under-
stand each other without the use of a 
spoken language. 
Summer after summer, we rekindled 
the warmth of the friendship formed 
that first summer. During the offseason, 
we would write and enjoy seeing each 
other at the Fall and Spring retreats. 
One spring, however, instead of hav-
ing a retreat, the camp director decided 
to offer a trip to Boston. So, on a breezy 
May morning, Becky and I joined a 
group of our friends at the Columbus 
airport to begin our excursion. All in all, 
there were twenty enthusiastic sight-
seers—thirteen disabled travelers and 
seven volunteer staff that boarded the 
plane. After arriving in Boston, we spent 
seven days touring New England. What 
an exciting time that was! Becky and I so 
or 
enjoyed the sights of the area and the 
sounds of the ocean waves lulling us to 
sleep each night. 
One day our tour group traveled to 
Plymouth, Massachusetts, to see the 
Plymouth Rock. After we viewed this 
historical piece of stone, we decided to 
hit the tourist shops for some souvenirs. 
We did our shopping quickly so that we 
could enjoy a few moments of quiet. 
Strolling along the high-curbed side-
walks, we took in the fresh, clean air. As 
we heard the waves break on the beach, 
we could feel their power and see their 
beauty, yet we were left with a feeling of 
peace and calm. Our thoughts drifted on 
the fact that we serve an awesome God. 
Suddenly, in the midst of our soli-
tude, my coat (which had been draped 
over Becky's wheelchair) fell and became 
entangled in the spokes, jamming her 
wheels. As I reached to pull the brake on 
the chair, Becky's chair lurched forward 
and fell over the foot of the curb. Becky 
hit the pavement with a hollow thud. 
Quickly. I hoisted her and her chair 
back onto the sidewalk. Fear gripped 
me as I forced myself to look at Becky. 
Blood streamed from her left temple and 
flowed down her cheek. Her face was 
scrunched up in pain. Once Becky was 
again sitting upright in her chair with 
her brakes securely locked, I ran to get 
the nurse. 
As our nurse cared for Becky, I stood 
in the background and busied myself 
attending to the needs of the other trav-
elers. One by one, I helped load each 
person in a wheelchair onto the bus. 
Although our day of sightseeing had 
come to an abrupt end, the exhaustion 
of the long day was already evident on 
each face. 
Becky was loaded onto the bus last, 
just before all the ambulatory travelers 
climbed aboard. My head was spinning 
with the events of the day as I boarded 
the bus. I sat down wearily in the only 
remaining seat—next to Becky. By this 
time, her bump was swollen to the size of 
a baseball. It almost appeared to be 
larger than the whole left side of her 
face. My stomach was in knots at the 
thought that I, or at least my coat, had 
caused Becky such pain. The more I 
pondered this, the more responsible I 
felt. Immense guilt swept over me and 
all I could think of was that I had hurt 
this defenseless and helpless woman. 
Becky must have sensed my thoughts 
and read the hurt in my eyes for she 
Handi-capable ? 
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A split second changed my son's life and 
mine. I used to pull into the handicap park-
ing spaces just to run into the store. Now 
everywhere I look I think about accessibility." 
—Parent, Georgia Public, Forum 
caught my attention. I did not want to 
look at her for I knew the guilt would 
burn deeper. Slowly, I turned my head 
toward her and our eyes met. I could tell 
she was in great pain and yet in her eyes 
there was a calming peace. With fear, I 
asked her if she wanted to talk. She 
responded with "yes." I quickly blurted, 
"I am sorry." Becky looked at me sternly 
but lovingly. Knowing that look all too 
well, I continued our conversation. Quiet-
ly, 1 asked her if she wanted to tell me it 
was okay, that she'd be all right. Her eyes 
flashed upward in a "yes." Then, they 
focused on me. Without a word, I knew 
her thoughts. Her glance told me that it 
was not my fault. Freak accidents happen. 
I thanked her for comforting me, but 
told her that I felt awful. We sat there 
silent for a long time. Again, guilt swept 
over me and I looked at her through my 
tears. With compassion, Becky slowly 
moved her stiff arm up out of her wheel-
chair and over towards me. Her move-
ments were jerky and halting, but her 
arm finally rested across my shoulder. 
Gently, her hand started to massage my 
tense shoulders. 
The tender love and compassion she 
was giving me were almost too much to 
bear. Here was a disabled woman, injured 
by my coat, comforting me. She was the 
one in physical pain, yet she chose in 
spite of that pain to reach out to me. 
Overwhelmed by her love, I sat speech-
less. Truly, Becky's God-given gifts were 
those of mercy, compassion, encour-
agement, and love. Although Becky was 
handicapped in the eyes of a blinded 
world, she was capable of touching lives 
with God's love. A passage from 2 
Corinthians 1:3-4 flashed through my 
mind: 
Praise be to the God and Father of 
our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father 
of compassion and the God of all 
comfort, who comforts us in all 
our troubles, so that we can com-
fort those in any trouble with the 
comfort we ourselves have received 
from God. 
Becky had received comfort from God 
and now was able and capable of com-
forting others. 
Becky was an instrument of His love. 
She was handi-capable. • 
Carolyn Bowers lives in Piqua, Ohio, and 
chairs the Central Conference Board of 
Congregational Life. 
I learned firsthand what that par-
ent meant when 1 accompanied 
Henry Enns, overseas consultant for 
Mennonite Central Committee 
(MCC) Canada Disability Concerns, 
on a trip to the Middle East in 
March 1990. Enns uses a wheelchair. 
In his company I shared the frustra-
tion of finding ways to get that chair 
up stairs, through narrow doors and 
in and out of cars and airplanes. In 
several motels his bathroom door 
had to be removed so that he could 
enter. In one "fully accessible hotel" 
we had to use his bed as a dining 
table because the dining room was 
on the mezzanine level, and the ele-
vator did not make a stop there. 
A person with a disability who 
wants to work, shop, ride a bus, or 
use a phone often finds common 
activities can be one big obstacle 
course. Most of us can operate with-
out worrying about whether we will 
be able to read the signs, hear an-
nouncements, or use the bathrooms. 
We expect to be able to ride busses, 
talk on the phone, shop, hold a job, 
and attend church without difficulty. 
But for 43 million Americans—and 
the number is increasing as the pop-
ulation grows older—these activities 
are complicated. 
In July 1990 the Americans With 
Disabilities Act (ADA) was passed 
by Congress and signed into law by 
President Bush. It added disabled 
Americans to the list of other minor-
ity groups to achieve full civil rights. 
People can no longer be discrimi-
nated against because of race, color, 
creed, sex, national origin, and now 
disability. 
Despite some improvement in re-
cent years, discrimination against 
individuals with disabilities continues 
to be a pervasive social problem. 
The purpose of the ADA is to bring 
people who have disabilities into the 
social and economic mainstream of 
America. Access to jobs, public 
transportation, telephone services, 
public accommodations, stores, of-
fices, and other public places and 
services will be assured. Thus, peo-
ple with disabilities have become the 
latest group to achieve civil rights in 
the United States. 
Religious entities are included 
under ADA only with respect to 
employment. The federal law does 
not require churches to be physically 
accessible so that persons with dis-
abilities can participate. The law 
does not require churches to provide 
large-print hymnals so those with 
limited eyesight can sing. The state 
has not regulated the church's expres-
sion of religious freedom. What then 
can the church learn from ADA? 
What is the church's motivation to 
include people with disabilities? 
Provisions of the Americans 
With Disabilities Act 
The major provisions of the new 
disabilities legislation addresses em-
ployment, transportation, telephone 
communication and other public ser-
vices such as stores, offices and 
entertainment. 
Employment rights 
"More than two-thirds of our fel-
low citizens with disabilities of work-
ing age are unemployed, and that's 
intolerable" said President Bush as 
he addressed the members of the 
President's Committee on Employ-
ment of the Handicapped. "Much of 
that unemployment stems from lack 
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of opportunity . . . we recognize 
people with disabilities rights to equal 
opportunity and we need their abili-
ties and skills." 
Employment rights for disabled 
people follow the same pattern as for 
minorities and religious groups 
named in previous civil rights legis-
lation. Employers cannot discrimi-
nate against a qualified person with 
a disability in job applications, hir-
ing or firing, pay, benefits, promo-
tion, training, or medical examina-
tions. Whatever is done for a general 
employee must be available for peo-
ple with disabilities. Contracts with 
unions or agencies that provide fringe 
benefits cannot exclude people with 
disabilities. Training or apprentice-
ships must be made available to 
them. 
Reasonable accommodations must 
also be made available on job sites. 
This includes making existing facili-
ties accessible. Schedules may need 
to be revised and modified equip-
ment installed. Examinations, train-
ing manuals, and policies will need 
to meet the needs of the individual 
employee. The ADA will provide 
technical assistance to employers who 
need to re-design work places or 
training programs. 
Businesses that employ 25 or more 
employees must meet employment 
provisions within two years. Those 
with one to 25 employees have up to 
four years to comply. 
Transportation 
Using public transportation is a 
major challenge for people who have 
physical disabilities, especially those 
who use wheelchairs, braces, crutches, 
or canes. Special "lifts" or dropping 
steps to busses have been on the 
market for a long time, but rarely 
installed on public transportation. 
Now all public and private systems 
will be required to have at least some 
accessible vehicles. 
Transportation companies must 
assure that present stations and ve-
hicles are made accessible either by 
remodeling or by providing alterna-
tives, such as adapted vehicles. Each 
vehicle need not be wheelchair ac-
cessible as long as the systems as a 
whole provides a level of service to 
disabled persons equivalent to that 
for the general public. Newly-pur-
chased vehicles must be accessible. 
The bill gives public transportation 
up to six years and private compa-
nies up to seven years to comply. 
Telephone communication 
Telephone companies will be add-
ing new services for hearing- and 
speech-impaired people. For several 
years hearing-impaired people have 
been able to "talk" to each other on 
the phone if both had adapted equip-
ment. Telephone Communication 
Devices for the Deaf (TDD) machines 
transmit printed messages rather than 
spoken words. Communication was 
limited to those who had the 
machines. 
Telephone companies will be re-
quired to provide transmission ser-
vices called "Telephone Relay Ser-
vices" to enable TDD users to con-
verse with speaking people just as 
though both were talking. To begin, 
it appears that telephone operators 
will relay the spoken messages to the 
hearing-impaired person on the TDD 
and the written message by voice to 
the hearing caller. One can foresee 
development of synthetic voice and 
voice-to-type technology. This relay 
service will be available across the 
United States 24 hours a day. 
Stores, offices, entertainment, 
and other public places 
In addition to being physically 
accessible, businesses are encouraged 
to be creative in removing other bar-
riers. Stores do not have to employ 
sign language specialists, but they 
can use paper and pencil to write 
notes to people who can't speak. 
Clerks can reach to high shelves to 
get goods that are out of reach to a 
wheelchair user. A clerk must be 
ready to read printed labels to some-
one who can't see. 
In a report entitled "Bring dis-
abled people out of the catalogs and 
into the stores," Lyn Falk writes, 
"All consumers should be able to 
enjoy the excitement of a mall and 
its offerings without worrying about 
the hassles of getting around and 
wondering who will accept them and 
who won't. Everyone should be en-
couraged to participate in the total 
shopping experience, examining the 
merchandise, trying things on, and 
making purchase decisions." 
How can the church lead? 
Churches are officially exempt 
from the provision of the Americans 
With Disabilities Act, so legally they 
could close their eyes as long as no 
major remodeling or building ven-
ture is undertaken under city codes. 
But what about the church's Chris-
tian and moral obligation to lead in 
the eradication of intentional or un-
intentional discrimination against peo-
ple with disabilities? Now is the time 
to examine our attitudes towards 
those who have disabilities. 
Ninety percent of people with dis-
abilities are not active in church, 
says Joni Earickson Tada, author, 
speaker and founder of Joni and 
Friends. They find the price of church 
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participation high because of the 
lack of understanding and aware-
ness. During the time of Jesus' min-
istry, people with disabilities also 
faced lack of understanding and 
awareness. The cultural and Jewish 
laws prohibited interaction with peo-
ple with disabilities and chronic ill-
nesses. Jesus provided a different 
example of relating to persons with 
disabilities. He addressed the atti-
tudinal and physical barriers that 
separated people and he brought 
people with disabilities into the main-
stream of his followers. 
One can look at numerous pas-
sages of Jesus relating to people with 
disabilities: the two blind men along 
the road (Matthew 9:27-31); the 
woman with chronic bleeding (Mark 
5:24-34); meeting Zacchaeus (Luke 
19:1-4); the ten men with leprosy 
(Luke 17:11-19). These passages indi-
cate that: (1) Jesus acknowledged 
people with disabilities. He talked, 
listened and touched them. Jesus 
also allowed people with disabilities 
to touch him, both literally and 
figuratively, moving him to compas-
sion and action. (2) Jesus addressed 
misconceptions about disabilities 
through his examples and words. (3) 
Jesus acknowledged the faith of peo-
ple with disabilities. (4) Jesus took 
away the barriers that separated 
people with disabilities from others. 
(5) Jesus instructed and discipled 
people with disabilities. (6) Jesus 
accepted thanks, praise, and service 
from people with disabilities. They 
communicated the news of Jesus' 
existence and brought others to him. 
Some churches are studying Jesus' 
example of relating to people with 
disabilities. They have made disabil-
ity education and accessibility a 
priority so that people with disabili-
ties can participate in the communi-
ty of faith. 
The same week that the ADA was 
passed in Congress, I was present for 
the dedication of a new elevator at 
the Oak Grove Mennonite Church 
in Smithsville, Ohio. The focus was 
on how the congregation could relate 
to persons with disabilities. Two 
young girls led a hymn in sign lan-
guage. The litany was printed in 
large print so all could read it and the 
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When churches are 
accessible and 
welcoming, they will 
experience the in-
sight and sensitivity 
of people with 
disabilities. And 
then the church 
family will grow. 
children's sermon included fitting 20 
kids into the new elevator with in-
structions, "Please, don't touch any 
of the buttons." After a potluck 
meal, the congregation considered 
ways it could expand its welcome to 
people with disabilities. 
John Martin, Director of Sun-
shine Children's Home, Maumee, 
Ohio, spoke as a parent of a handi-
capped child at a forum at Conrad 
Grebel College. "The church can 
make available options that allow 
persons with significant disabilities 
to make choices in their lives. Then 
perhaps a 28-year-old quadraplegic 
does not have to live at home, 
dependent on parents; then one of 
the parents of a severely disabled 
child does not always have to stay 
home from church with the child; 
and then a 15-year-old moderately 
retarded young man is not always 
sitting at home on Friday nights. 
Even if the body or mind is not 
healed, the soul will be, as we make 
available to all equal opportunities 
to participate as full members in the 
life of the church and outside the 
church." 
A number of our congregations 
are working on developing and build-
ing relationships with persons with 
disabilities. Members of congrega-
tions have gathered around people 
with disabilities and their families to 
form a support or enabling group. 
One may help in job search, another 
encourage the use of a gift, while 
others offer "sitting services" to allow 
parents and other family members 
to have time away from the constant 
care of a family member. Supportive 
Care in the Congregation, by Dean 
Preheim-Barteland Aldred Neufeldt, 
describes how to begin a supportive 
care group. Mennonite Central Com-
mittee distributes this booklet. 
Speaking in American Sign Lan-
guage at a forum on wholeness and 
the Anabaptist church, Nancy Mar-
shall says that "Churches are trying 
to heal the wrong people." Nancy, a 
graduate of Associated Mennonite 
Biblical Seminary, shared her expe-
rience of being "normalized" all of 
her life, trying to learn to communi-
cate with hearing people in a way 
that was easiest for them, even if it 
meant that she did not understand. 
She suggests healing will come "when 
we stop forcing the outsider and dis-
abled person to be like us and instead 
recognize their own way of being as 
a unique and acceptable expression 
of God's kingdom community. "Con-
gregations can empower people with 
disabilities by accepting them as they 
are, valuing their abilities, and rec-
ognizing that everyone shares the 
need to be loved, challenged, and 
given meaningful opportunities to 
serve others. 
Yes, churches are legally exempt 
from the provisions of the Ameri-
cans With Disabilities Act, but 
churches have their own mandate to 
lead in ending the injustices of dis-
crimination and separation. When 
churches are accessible and welcom-
ing, they will experience the insight 
and sensitivity of people with dis-
abilities. And then the church family 
will grow. • 
Marion Stroud is a retired professor, 
researcher and administrator of programs 
for persons with developmental disabilities. 
She serves on the Council of Mennonite 
Developmental Disability Services, Handicap 
Concerns Committee of Canada, and the 
International Committee on Mental Health 
and Disability. In March of 1990, she pro-
vided consultation to disability programs in 
the Middle East. 
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"This is not your father's Oldsmo-
bile," claims the advertisement in an 
attempt to attract young buyers. There 
is not anything wrong with "my father's 
Oldsmobile." However, it did not have 
many of the features which we take for 
granted today. It had no seat belts, no 
cassette deck, no radial tires, no pollu-
tion control equipment, and no cruise 
control. What was state-of-the-art tech-
nology and design 30 years ago is barely 
acceptable for automobiles today. 
Like automotive technology, the Breth-
ren in Christ Church has gone through 
numerous changes. When I was a child 
growing up in the Brethren in Christ 
Church in the '50s, revival meetings 
were often held twice a year, and often 
for two weeks. Bi-vocational pastors 
and altar calls were the norm. Sunday 
school attendance generally exceeded 
that of the worship service. 
Today pastors are often full-time em-
ployees of the church, and multiple staff 
serving the church is on the increase, 
even in Brethren in Christ churches. In 
many churches a spiritual emphasis 
weekend has taken the place of the one-
week and two-week revivals. Lifestyle 
evangelism has, in many instances, re-
placed the altar call. The worship service 
is growing in popularity while many 
congregations struggle to keep their 
Sunday schools alive and moving 
forward. 
Change is a phenomenon which has 
affected all areas of our lives. World 
missions has not been spared the chal-
lenge—the opportunity—of change. A 
report written by Dr. James F. Engel 
and Jerry O. Jones, "Baby Boomers and 
the Future of World Missions," clearly 
indicates changes which are necessary in 
Break 
order to capture and maintain the inter-
est of persons between ages 26 and 44 for 
world evangelism. 
Engel and Jones state, "Adults in this 
age range crave experience—they love 
to travel. When this is accompanied by a 
genuine desire to express Christianity 
that can make a demonstrable differ-
ence, the impact can be life changing." 
In our effort to respond to change. 
Brethren in Christ World Missions, as 
your mission organization, is offering 
you an opportunity to break new ground 
in your life—and in your Christian ser-
vice. Joining a Brethren in Christ work 
team will have a profound impact upon 
your life. Participation in such a team 
will bring encouragement to our broth-
ers and sisters in Cagua, Venezuela. 
Such efforts have been known to be a 
witness to those who are not yet 
Christian. 
Following are testimonies of persons 
who have served on short-term work 
projects with a sister denomination: 
• "Through my work team experience 
I was stretched like a rubber band. Once 
a rubber band is stretched, it is never the 
same again." 
• A Brazilian missionary made the 
following comment: "Work teams means 
more than brick and mortar. They mean 
friendship. The nationals can't believe 
North Americans will give up their vaca-
tions and pay their own way to come 
and help them." 
The question is this: Are you willing 
to share your abilities to build a church 
building for the Brethren in Christ in 
Cagua? If you are, then we would like to 
hear from you. We will be forming ten 
work teams, each consisting of at least 
six persons. Perhaps you are retired, or 
new ground 
are willing to give some of your time for 
a 15-day period. Teams are needed as 
early as February 23,1991, and as late as 
August 31, 1991. 
We are asking for a major commit-
ment. It will involve your time, talent 
and finances to construct facilities for 
this congregation. Your work will pro-
duce results that will last forever. If you 
cannot go, but would like to help our 
sisters and brothers in Cagua, you may 
do so by being involved financially. The 
Stewardship Services of the Brethren in 
Christ Church have approved raising 
$35,000 to buy materials for the Cagua 
Church. Contributions for the building 
materials may be sent to the General 
Church Treasurer, Harold Chubb, at 
P.O. Box 450, Mechanicsburg, PA 
17055. They should be clearly marked 
for the Cagua Church. 
For further details regarding partici-
pation in a Cagua work team write to: 
Brethren in Christ World Missions, 
Attention Phil Keefer, P.O. Box 390, 
Mount Joy, PA 17552, or phone (717) 
653-8067. • 
by Philip D. Keefer 
Phil Keefer is secretary for church relationsfor Brethren in Christ World Missions. 
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od at work in our world 
Praying and fasting 
Rev. A. Ndlovu—pastor of Lobengula 
Church, Bulawayo, Zimbabwe 
May I share with you what happened 
at our church in the month of October 
(1990)? We organized some days of 
prayer and fasting. These were on the 
14th and 28th respectively. We requested 
the church to fast and pray those days 
for our building plans. We have never 
had such prayer before. 
The prayer session was scheduled to 
start at 7:00 in the morning and to con-
tinue to 8:45.1 never expected people to 
come to church that early or to pray, for 
that matter. When I arrived at church at 
6:55, the church sanctuary had over 300 
people. I cried in my heart that I was a 
man of no faith. When we went into 
prayer session at about 7:10, we had 
about 450 people in the church. This was 
a refreshing experience when the church 
poured her heart out to the Lord. 
It was the same thing again on the 
28th. Praise the name of the Lord. We 
are hoping to continue fasting and pray-
ing at least one Sunday every month. It 
is exciting to wrestle with the Lord in 
prayer because at the end of the day he 
blesses us. We will not let him go except 
he blesses us. 
Great things are happening in our 
church. We have just baptized 76 people 
and it is my prayer that they grow in the 
knowledge of the Lord and Savior. 
Please continue to pray for us. 
"God was with me today" 
Lucille Gray bill—Japan 
I usually walk to a ladies' meeting in 
the next town; it takes 45-50 minutes. As 
1 was walking, I heard someone call me 
from behind. The lady jumped off her 
bicycle and wanted to walk with me. 
Just before I left home 1 had prayed and 
asked God to help me to be a witness to 
someone. This woman was very unu-
sual. A few weeks ago on a Sunday, 
during a typhoon, she saw our church 
sign and came in all by herself—first 
time to hear the gospel. She is a nurse. 
She said to me, "I have one husband and 
no children—married 16 years." She 
kept coming to church and on Sunday 
John was able to lead her to Jesus. So as 
we walked we talked and took more 
time, but we were able to share together— 
she was so happy. So 1 asked her about 
her husband. The Holy Spirit is at work. 
She tells him just a little bit of what she 
has heard about God. She said the day 
before when he came home he said, 
"God was with me today!" Please help 
us pray—maybe God will give us another 
couple—Mr. and Mrs. Nakamura. 
Senegal ministries 
Judy Smith—Senegal 
We are encouraged by the four minis-
tries we've started. The boutique work is 
the most challenging because one never 
knows who will walk in the door, and so 
you're always on guard—trying to find 
out where they're coming from and to be 
ready to answer the inquisitive ones, the 
more aggressive, debater types, the beg-
gars and mentally disturbed, and the 
real thinkers. Sometimes the conversa-
tion is in Wolof, sometimes in French. 
At one point we were mainly getting 
Catholic people. We specifically prayed 
that God would send Muslim men and 
since then we've had many more Mus-
lims come in. 
The Jesus film showing has gone well, 
for the most part, though last week for 
the second time there was stone throw-
ing and making fun of Jesus—mostly by 
young adults/ teenage boys. A small boy 
was hurt and the parents were grateful 
that Jay and Steve took responsibility 
for him by taking him home and then 
following up on him the next day. But 
for the most part it's been a positive 
experience. People clap at all the mira-
cles and at Jesus' resurrection. Some 
people have seen it over and over again. 
Usually there are about 600 to 800 peo-
ple at a showing. We show it every 
Wednesday night. From 6:00 to 8:00 it's 
door to door in the neighborhood, invit-
ing people to come. This is a good way 
of making personal contacts, but it's 
also hard work. Then the film begins at 
9:00. Usually Jay gets home around 
midnight—so it's intense. One time the 
poles holding the screen bent and they 
had to cancel a showing. That has been 
an obstacle—how to put up the screen. 
People keep tripping over the ropes, etc. 
Again we must persevere. It has also 
solidified the Christians in Thies who 
help us from the Baptist Church. It 
encourages them to see the people clap 
for Jesus! 
We have combined Barbara Vannah's 
Wednesday afternoon women's meeting 
with our Friday night group and the 
new meeting is held at Muller's house on 
Sunday afternoons. No children are 
allowed. We don't want people to think 
that Christianity is a child's religion. 
There are usually 10-12 adults. Soon we 
will have the talks in Wolof, but since 
Jay is the only one leading them now 
and he doesn't have the time to prepare 
it in Wolof, it's now in French. Hope-
fully once Val Muller's back is better, he 
can lead the discussions. This meeting is 
really our weakest ministry, but we feel 
it meets a need for the few regulars who 
come and aren't Christian, yet are very 
open and just wouldn't feel comfortable 
at the Baptist church. Also, we sing a lot 
and they love to sing. . . . 
The studies at Ngundiane continue. 
The men got really excited about the 
parable of the sower—since they are 
farmers. It's been over 18 months of 
talks every week, yet still not one con-
vert! Yet they're open; usually there's a 
group of 15 and sometimes even 20 men. 
Cake-baking fun 
Leslie Book—Nicaragua 
This month (October) we had our 
first baking lessons with pastors' wives. 
We used an improvised oven made of a 
large pot over a fire, topped with a bar-
rel top and another fire on top of this. 
We had many successes, some failures, 
and a lot of fun. I wrote the recipes and 
the women copied them. I found one 
sister really laughing as she read the 
recipe for Simple Cake. I had written 
"Put in one egg." In Spanish the word 
for "put" is ponga. I didn't know then 
what I know now—that to ponga an egg 
means to lay an egg. This sister kept 
saying, "Sister Leslie wants me to lay an 
egg but I can't; I'm not a chicken." It was 
a good experience to work together with 
the women and to see their joy in know-
ing how to do something wonderful like 
baking a cake. So many of the women 
have such low self-esteem in Nicaragua 
that to be able to succeed in something 
and win praise from their husbands is a 
real boost. • 




by Doralee B. Shive 
It was a warm night in Brownsville, 
Texas, as I walked across the front lawn 
of the church. I appeared to be following 
the beams of light the sun had left 
behind as it had disappeared over the 
horizon just moments before. For an 
instant, there was a stillness and a 
silence. My heart was peaceful. Little 
did I know that I would need a still peace 
to witness what was to come. 
The ministry team of clowns I had 
been leading was asked to visit an 
orphanage just across the border in 
Mexico. The schedule of this particular 
short-term crusade had been cramped, 
yet we decided to go. 
An orphanage—isn't that a place 
where lots of children live? A place with 
a big yard outside and a playground 
painted with smiles, colored with laugh-
ter? A place that, paradoxical to its pur-
pose, can be quite fun? Not neccessarily. 
My clown troop crowded into the 
vehicle headed for the orphanage. There 
had been much rain and flooding, and 
the ride over the twisted, muddy roads 
seemed eternal. Finally, we stopped. I 
looked out the window to see a row of 
shacks void of external activity. The 
scenery was dark and ugly. 
The driver turned and said, "I'll pick 
you up at this same location." My 
thoughts rambled. "This can't be an 
orphanage! It's a row of condemned 
buildings. Surely children don't live here. 
It's unhealthy!" My spoiled middle-class 
American eyes didn't want to focus on 
the reality of poverty. 
We walked through an entrance into 
a small room with a damp dirt floor and 
a low ceiling. The stench of urine was 
overpowering, yet seemed to fade when 
my attention was drawn to the fact that 
fleas were biting my legs. 
Children lived here? I didn't under-
stand. Where was the big yard and the 
playground outside? There was no yard, 
and no playground, yet there was the 
one most important defining element: 
children, and lots of them! 
The children greeted us with cheerful 
smiles and warm hugs. Their young 
growing lives seemed such a contrast to 
the rotting wood of their shelter. 
My clowns and I proceeded to enter-
tain. The big red nose and the smile 
painted on my face served to hide my 
heart that was breaking. After a few 
skits, we began to play circle games with 
the children. 
I noticed that there was one little boy 
who wasn't participating. He was en-
grossed in his artwork, drawing pictures 
in the dirt floor with his finger. 
Wanting to encourage him to partici-
pate, I blew up a balloon for him, and 
tried to be cute as clowns are supposed 
to be. But he gave me no response. How 
strange! Don't normal children enjoy 
balloons and clowns? This was not a 
normal child. Maybe if I tickled him I 
would earn the right to have his atten-
tion. I gently poked his skinny little 
belly. Again, I received no response. 
Was there a soul in this little body? 
I wondered if this child had never 
heard of Jesus. I asked him a question 
"Donde vive Jesucristo?" (Where does 
Jesus Christ live?) He looked at me with 
big brown eyes that could pierce the 
hardest heart, and replied, "En mi 
corazon." (In my heart.) 
Wait a minute. Had I heard that cor-
rectly? This little boy, with bare feet, 
ripped clothes, and a hungry belly, was 
telling me that Jesus lived in his heart?! 
This little body did have a soul, a beauti-
ful soul! 
Once again, the big red nose and the 
painted smile served to hide my feelings. 
The tears rolling down my cheeks con-
tradicted the smile painted on my face. 
The hour was late. The clowns, now 
solemn and quiet, prepared to make 
their exit. As I walked through the door 
to leave, I felt a pull on the leg of my 
clown suit. I looked behind me, and 
there were those big brown eyes again, 
piercing my heart. He reached into his 
pocket, trying to find something. What 
was he looking for? A peanut. A peanut 
was the only thing he had. He reached 
his hand towards mine and gave me his 
only possession. Somehow, my purest 
actions had just become unworthy. 
It was a warm night in Brownsville, 
Texas, as I walked across the front lawn 
of the church. I appeared to befollowing 
dreams of insignificance. For an instant, 
there was a stillness and a silence. My 
heart was peaceful, and I wondered 
what sort of peanut I could offer the 
Lord. 
Doralee B. Shive speaks about an expe-
rience she had while serving in short term 
missions. If you are interested in how you 
might serve the Lord this summer, contact 
the Brethren in Christ Missions office, P. O. 
Box 390, Mount Joy, PA 17552. 
February 1991 1 7 
Council of International Ministries 
zeroes in on Eastern Europe 
"Walk before you talk" and "Tell the 
story of Jesus so that they might believe." 
These emerged as refrains when about 
50 people gathered in Techny, 111., Nov. 
26-28 to talk about Eastern Europe. The 
group is the Council of International 
Ministries. 
CIM, a Mennonite and Brethren in 
Christ forum for discussion to discern 
the meaning of mission, has existed "in 
one form or other," said chairman John 
A. Lapp, Akron, Pa., "for 30 years." 
Each year CIM studies an area of the 
world. This year it was Eastern Europe 
and a chance to debrief 1989, the most 
tumultuous year in recent history from 
the point of view of changing govern-
ments. 
by Muriel T. Stackley 
"The unexpected events of ^9 force us 
to examine all our assumptions," said 
Tim Reimer, MCC worker in Berlin. 
With the removal of former structures 
all across Eastern Europe, "we must 
listen to the stories," added Reimer. 
"This emboldens people to speak their 
faith." 
To assist in this year's discussion, 
CIM's invited guests included Peter 
Kuzmic, president of the (Pentecostal) 
Evangelical Theological Faculty in 
Osijek, Yugoslavia; Peter Deyneka, Jr., 
director of the Slavic Gospel Associa-
tion, Wheaton, 111.; Romwald Maczka, 
Carthage College, Kenosha, Wis.; James 
Will, Garrett Evangelical Theological 
Seminary, Evanston, III; Nela Horak 
Williams, Baptist Theological Seminary, 
Novi Sad, Yugoslavia; and Mark Elli-
ott, Institute for the Study of Christian-
ity and Marxism, Wheaton (111.) Col-
lege. Walter Sawatsky and Ronald 
Yoder, both of Elkhart, Ind., coordi-
nated the program. 
Kuzmic, the keynote speaker, said, "I 
did not anticipate revolution in my life-
time. The revolution exposed hate. 
Marxism promoted mediocrity and killed 
creativity, the uniqueness of God's crea-
tion. But now the euphoria of new polit-
ical freedom is giving way to reality. 
Anarchy is very possible on the anniver-
sary of the revolution. This winter well 
be both cold and hungry" (as the area 
moves toward participatory governments 
and free market economies). 
The answer to the disorganization 
resulting from revolution, continued 
Kuzmic, is not wealth and materialism. 
"Both Marxism and materialism sin 
against God," he said. 
To illustrate the new openness to 
Christianity, Kuzmic quoted from a 
current Soviet film. A traveler knocks 
on a window and asks, "Does this road 
A new name for the new 
inter-Mennonite/Brethren in Christ 
evangelistic thrust in Mexico City 
Urban evangelism, leadership train-
ing, and administration are the ranked 
goals of the inter-Mennonite and Breth-
ren in Christ group which will work with 
the Committee on United Mission 
(CUM) already in Mexico City. "Mex-
ico Anabaptist Mission Coalition" is the 
new name of this North American arm 
of a new evangelistic thrust to the 
world's largest city. 
In Spanish the new name translates 
Coalicidn Anabautista de Misidn Mex-
ico, or CAMM. The two acronyms, 
CUM and CAMM, have a nice ring, 
agreed the mission board representa-
tives meeting in Techny, 111., Nov. 28. 
The two committees will stand along-
side each other. 
The mission board representatives 
also agreed that the separateness of 
Anabaptist groups in North America 
by Muriel T. Stackley 
should not be exported to the two-thirds 
world. The Mexico City model is unique 
in its cooperativeness. Full members of 
the coalition are the General Conference 
Mennonite Church's Commission on 
Overseas Mission and the three mission 
entities of the Mennonite Church: East-
ern Mennonite Board of Missions and 
Charities, Mennonite Board of Missions, 
and the Mission Commission of the 
Franconia Conference. Mennonite Cen-
tral Committee, the Mennonite Brethren, 
and the Brethren in Christ are associate 
members. The difference is in the level of 
commitment of finances, personnel and 
control of program. 
CUM and CAMM plan to meet early 
in 1991, and "deployment" of two North 
American workers working with two 
Mexican workers could happen by the 
last quarter of the year. CUM "has 
places in mind for church planting," said 
John Miller of Franconia Conference. 
The goal is to start 50 new congrega-
tions with a membership of about 5,000 
in the 1990s. However, said Millard 
Garrett, "even if we only start 10 new 
churches with 1,000 members, this will 
be a model for other urban evangelism." 
Garrett represents the Eastern Board of 
Missions and Charities. 
Franconia Conference has had 
workers in Mexico City for 30 years. 
This conference and the six resulting 
congregations in Mexico City, with 
membership at about 200, began the 
dream of this larger ministry. 
Although administrative policies are 
yet to be worked out, CAMM and 
CUM's other two goals, evangelism and 
leadership training, promise to extend 
the Anabaptist witness to the broader 
Christian community. "We have a good 
base to work with," said Gerald Mumaw, 
Mennonite Board of Missions, coordi-
nator for CAMM. "Hardly anyone in 
those six congregations in Mexico City 
is over 45 years of age." 
Glendon Klaassen, representing the 
Commission on Overseas Mission, chairs 
CAMM.—Meetinghouse • 
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lead to a church?" The answer comes, 
No. "What good is a road," concludes 
the traveler, "that doesn't lead to a 
church?" 
In response to Kuzmic, Gerald Shenk, 
Eastern Mennonite Seminary, Harrison-
burg, Va., said, "If there is an end to 
communism, let there also be an end *6 
anti-communism." In order to rise to the 
profoundly changed Eastern Europe 
and the Soviet Union, Shenk advised, 
"avoid cheap opportunism; affirm and 
assist the authentic witness of local con-
gregations; remember, the area is rich in 
recalled memories of Christian tradi-
tion." He admonished CIM to "be pres-
ent while Eastern Europe recovers. Walk 
with people rather than send help from 
afar. Earn that right. More suffering is 
ahead." 
Kuzmic's fellow countrywoman Nela 
Horak Williams concurred. She de-
scribed the 1989 revolutions (a "velvet" 
revolution in Czechoslovakia) as "an 
outcry against dishonesty." She reminded 
participants of the literal meaning of 
peristroika: words should mean what 
they say. "We need outreach programs," 
she said. "Finally we get wearv of words. 
Walk the [Christian] walk." 
Though CIM is a study gathering, it 
seeks resource people who are not just 
academics, but also practitioners. This 
instructs the agencies' international 
work. 
The participating denominations have 
employees in many European countries. 
The Mennonite Brethren are in Spain, 
Portugal, Germany, and Austria. The 
Mennonite Church is in Greece, Britain, 
and France. The Evangelical Mennonite 
Conference is in Germany. The Brethren 
in Christ are in Spain and Britain. The 
General Conference Mennonite Church, 
through the Conference of Mennonites 
in Canada, is in Germany. Mennonite 
Central Committee is in Switzerland, 
Czechoslovakia, Yugoslavia, Germany, 
U.S.S.R., and Belgium. MCC wants to 
place English teachers and mediation 
experts in Hungary and Romania. 
Agreement was evident: We are com-
ing to a critical period in Europe. One 
Hungarian told an MCC representative, 
"We have been a secular country for a 
long time. It's important to now have 
Christian teachers." CIM also agreed: 
We must help them as we are asked. 
Questions also emerged. Should all of 
CIM-related work be in partnership 
with European Mennonites? Will world 
resources increasingly shift away from 
poorer African and Asian countries to 
Europe? How fast should CIM-related 
offices decentralize? (For example, the 
European desk of the Mennonite Breth-
ren is expected to move to Europe by 
1992.) CIM-related colleges are inter-
ested in exchange programs, but gener-
ally their machinery is weak or non-
existent. (Bluffton College, in Ohio, is 
inaugurating a cross-cultural exchange 
with a college in Poland this year.) 
CIM will next meet in May 1991. Its 
stated goal for the immediate future is to 
network and communicate, especially as 
this applies to "in-depth partnering" 
with European Mennonites. Its budget 
for 1991 is $41,475 (U.S.), divided be-
tween administration, four area com-
mittees and projects, like the newly-
published Relevant Anabaptist Missiol-
ogyfor the 1990s. • 
Muriel T. Stackley is editor of The Men-
nonite. This is a Meetinghouse news report. 
Book Review 
Missions Manual for theL oca! Congre-
gation, by Louis O. Cober. Published 
1990 by Brethren in Christ World Mis-
sions, P. O. Box 390, Mount Joy, PA 
17552. Looseleaf. Reviewed by Helen 
Johns. 
Recently a binder of 119 pages full of 
good ideas has been sent to each congre-
gation via the pastor. It is Louis O. Co-
ber's Missions Manual for the Local 
Congregation. The Board for World 
Missions has underwritten the costs of 
production and distribution of the 
manual. One would assume that the 
board and Cober hope the work makes 
its way into the hands of the local mis-
sions committee. If you're a missions 
chairperson, or an interested person in a 
congregation which currently has little 
missions emphasis, you will want to 
read this manual and put its ideas— 
gleaned from Cober's years of expe-
rience, first as pastor and then as Church 
Relations Secretary for the BWM—into 
motion. 
In Arthur Climenhaga's foreword he 
writes, "On occasion a missions repre-
sentative or missionary on deputation 
will come through for a service. How-
ever, the gap in between such contacts is 
so long that the effective continuing 
challenge of missions is lost." Cober 
purposes to enable those with a heart for 
missions to fill these "gaps." Climen-
haga continues, "At long last we have 
here a handbook for integration of mis-
sions into the total life of the church." 
While Cober does have a section on 
missionary conferences, it is obvious 
that he feels the scope of local missions 
involvement should go far beyond peri-
odic major emphases. Cober's theory is 
that it takes only one or two persons to 
begin to raise the missions conscious-
ness of a congregation (p. 11). He 
emphasizes the role of the pastor as a 
necessary, active supporter of missions. 
However, he has written the manual 
primarily for lay persons. He gives help 
from suggestions on administration, to 
the nitty-gritty of how to mail a package 
overseas or how to arrange for an effec-
tive missions bulletin board. 
Major sections of the book are: (1) 
Biblical Basis of Missions, (2) Missions 
Education in the Church, (3) Organizing 
the Missions Program, (4) Promoting 
Missions in the Local Congregation, (5) 
Planning a Missions Conference, (6) 
Ideas for Missions Meetings, (7) Mis-
sions Meals/Recipes, (8) Writing Let-
ters to Missionaries, (9) Prayer and Mis-
sions, and (10) Recommended Reading 
on the World Mission of the Church. 
Cober has included suggestions for a 
wide range of interests, all the way from 
reading on theoretical issues, to sugges-
tions for a day in the kitchen cooking up 
international meals. 
The Missions Manual can be a place 
to start, or a book to enlarge vision and 
enrich already existing programs. The 
three-ring binder format allows for 
record keeping from year to year, or for 
adding other resources. If your congre-
gation has not yet considered use of the 
manual, you would do well to take a 
look at it as you do periodic evaluations 
of your ministry goals and programs. 
February 1991 19 
(y/wrck /\Jews 
Allegheny Conference 
On Jan. 5, the Abundant Life church, Union-
town, Pa., began meetings for addicts and children 
of addicts surrounding the book The Twelve Steps 
for Christians. • On Dec. 9, the Air Hill congrega-
tion, Chambersburg, Pa., had the musical "An 
Old-fashioned Christmas." Merle Brubaker 
preached Dec. 16 on "Four Powerful Words" 
from Romans 14:15. • The Chambersburg, Pa., 
congregation had two Christmas productions: 
"The Miracle at the Manger" by the children, and 
"Heaven's Child" by the adults and youth. • The 
Christmas offering by the Fairview Ave. congre-
gation, Waynesboro, Pa., was divided among 
seven missionary families. Spiritual renewal meet-
ings with Luke Keefer, Sr., were scheduled for 
Jan. 6-13. 
Six members of the Five Forks church, Waynes-
boro, Pa., left Dec. 21 to take 125 bags and 50 
boxes of food and clothing to needy persons in 
Mexico. • The Green Spring congregation, New-
ville, Pa., enjoyed the play "Others Are Watching" 
on Dec. 16. People were asked to wear something 
red on communion Sunday, Dec. 23, in remem-
brance of Jesus' sacrifice. • Lewis and Mary 
Bishop John Hawbaker conducted a 
service of recognition of ordination to 
the ministry for H. Carl Shank on Sep-
tember 30,1990, at the Carlisle Brethren 
in Christ Church. Pastor Shank's ordi-
nation was transferred from the Ortho-
dox Presbyterian Church to the Brethren 
in Christ Church. 
Carl has been serving as Associate 
Pastor for Evangelism and Discipleship 
Paul Hensel ordained 
On Sunday, Nov. 25,1990, Paul Hen-
sel was ordained to the Christian minis-
try. The service was held at the Manor 
Brethren in Christ Church, Columbia, 
Pa., where Paul is serving as church 
administrator. 
Bishop Warren Hoffman performed 
the rite of ordination. The ordination 
sermon was preached by Bishop Glenn 
Ginder, who attended seminary with 
Paul and supervised his internship dur-
ing that time. Also sharing in the service 
were Rev. Glenn Hensel, Paul's father; 
Bishop John Hawbaker, senior pastor 
when Paul began ministry at Manor 
Church; and Rev. Robert Sheetz, pastor 
at Manor Church. 
Rev. Hensel and his wife, Janet, have 
two children, Stephen and Erin. 
After graduating from Taylor Uni-
versity, he then attended Western Evan-
2 0 
Bingaman were honored in the Dec. 9 service of 
the Hollowell church, Waynesboro, for 40 years of 
ministry in the Sunday school program. • Bishop 
Kipe paid his annual visit Dec. 2 to the Iron 
Springs congregation, Fairfield, Pa. He preached 
in the evening service after a meal, caroling, and 
tree decorating. Andrew Slagenweit was the Dec. 
30 speaker. • George and Ethel Bundy delivered 
the Dec. 2 message to the Martinsburg, Pa., con-
gregation. The Lyric Choraleers were in concert 
on Dec. 16. 
On Dec. 9, the youth of the Montgomery con-
gregation, Mercersburg, Pa., presented "To Hear 
the Angels Sing."» Dec. 19 was the planned return 
date for Benjamin R. Musser, Sr., of the Mt. Rock 
congregation, Shippensburg, Pa., who had been in 
Peru with 140 others building a school for Wy-
cliffe Bible translators. • The "U-th postal service" 
of the New Guilford congregation, Chambers-
burg, Pa., raised money by delivering Christmas 
cards. • The adult Christmas banquet of the South 
Mountain congregation, Shippensburg, Pa., was 
held at Gibble's restaurant on Dec. 13. • On the 
evening of Dec. 16, the Van Lear congregation, 
Williamsport, Md., planned a time of fellowship 
and sharing with the New Light congregation. 
at Carlisle since June 1988. Before com-
ing to the Brethren in Christ Church, he 
served several Reformed Baptist churches 
and Orthodox Presbyterian churches. 
He received the Master of Divinity 
degree in 1973 from Westminster Theo-
logical Seminary, Philadelphia, Pa. 
He and his wife Nancy have three 
children: Steven, 15, Jeremy, 11, and 
Heidi, 6. 
gelical Seminary in Portland, Ore., where 
he received his Master of Divinity degree. 
Since seminary, Paul has served as pas-
tor of the Clarence Center (N.Y.) con-
gregation, was a voluntary service worker 
at the Mount Joy (Pa.) missions office, 
and worked for the Oregon Public 
Employees Retirement System prior to 
coming to Manor Church. He is also 
presently serving as the Atlantic Confer-
ence quizmaster. 
Frederick, Md. There were special events for the 
children and a candlelighting service. 
Atlantic Conference 
Missions guest, Nancy Peterman, spoke on 
Dec. 16 to the Cross Roads congregation. Mount 
Joy, Pa. On Dec. 23, the congregation had a 
membership reception for seven persons and a 
communion-candlelighting service. • The senior 
highs of the Elizabethtown, Pa., congregation had 
a lock-in Christmas party Dec. 21-22. • In Janu-
ary, the Fellowship Chapel congregation, Bronx, 
N.Y., began holding worship at 11:00 a.m. and 
Sunday school afterwards at 1:00 for those who 
sleep in. • On Dec. 16, the youth of the Free Grace 
congregation, Millersburg, Pa., had a Christmas 
celebration with caroling and delivering cookies to 
shut-ins. 
Dec. 2 was "Someday Sunday" at the Hershey, 
Pa., church for those who have vowed to attend 
church "someday." On Dec. 8, the congregation 
had a "making Christmas memories" turkey dinner, 
portrait sittings, caroling, and other interesting 
features. • Two Christmas events at the Hummels-
town, Pa., church were called "Night of Miracles" 
and "What the First Christmas Wasn't . . . and 
Was."* The Christmas Eve service of the Lancas-
ter, Pa., church was the Christmas portion of 
"Messiah" under the direction of Lamar Dourte. • 
Bob Green from Lancaster Bible College shared 
his testimony Dec. 8 at the men's breakfast of the 
Manor church, Mountville, Pa. Ten new members 
joined on Dec. 2. Participants numbering 165 
voices sang in the Dec. 16 Christmas concert. 
The Dec. 16 sermon for the Palmyra, Pa., con-
gregation was "Every Church Should Be a Peace 
Church." Bishop Hoffman was scheduled for a 
visit on Jan. 13. • On Dec. 5, the youth of the 
Pequea church, Lancaster, Pa., did a service proj-
ect at Water Street Rescue Mission. The Tom 
Fettke musical "The Glory of the Lord" was given 
Dec. 16. • On Dec. 23, the Refton, Pa., congrega-
tion celebrated the 20th anniversary of the forma-
tion of the Chancel Choir with the cantata "Cele-
brate the Child Who Is the Light." • The Shenks 
congregation, Elizabethtown, Pa., received a spe-
cial Dec. 23 offering for New Life for Girls, Dover, 
Pa. • The Speedwell Heights congregation, Lititz, 
Pa., had a crafts night on Dec. 4. They planned to 
participate in a Habitat for Humanity housebuild-
ing project on Jan. 12 • The Souderton, Pa., con-
gregation received five new members on Dec. 2. 
The church participated in Prison Fellowship's 
Angel Tree project through the Pioneer Clubs. 
Canadian Conference 
Rosemarie Keen demonstrated making Fimo 
jewelry on Dec. 6, Ladies' Night, at the Delisle, 
Sask., church. • On Dec. 2, the Falls View congre-
gation, Niagara Falls, Ont., had a panel discussion 
about community outreach. • "Journey to Paci-
fism," a video with Siegfried Bartel, a former 
officer in Hitler's army, was shown Dec. 2 to the 
Heise Hill congregation, Gormley, Ont. • Fitted 
sheets, pillowcases, and towels were given by the 
Kindersley, Sask., congregation to Timber Bay 
Children's Home as part of their Christmas 
Evangelical Visitor 
H. Carl Shank ordination transferred 
i 
Hamper Project. The ladies made centerpieces on 
Dec. 13 for the Sunday school banquet. 
The Lakeside congregation, Calgary, Alb., 
hosted a craft bazaar and tea on Dec. 1. On Dec. 
16, the Sonshine Patch Sunday School Players 
presented "The Stable." Admission was a coat 
hanger. • The North East Community congrega-
tion, Calgary, Alb., had a Christmas Eve candle-
lighting service. Jan. 13 was the ninth anniversary 
celebration, with a potluck meal. • The Oak 
Ridges, Ont., congregation recently approved 
moving Sunday school to 10:00 a.m. and worship 
to 11:00 a.m. for a three-month trial period. 
Dorothy Good was speaker and Connie Flagg 
soloist for the Dec. 10 Ladies' Christmas party. • 
The Port Colborne, Ont., congregation had an 
AWANA dinner on Dec. 11 for clubbers and 
parents. Dec. 10 was the ladies' "great cookie 
exchange." 
TheRidgemount congregation, Hamilton, Ont., 
had a Dec. 16 program with readings, hymns, and 
music by Greg Giles. • The Ladies'Outreach Min-
istry of the Sherkston, Ont., congregation asked 
women to pluck from a tree the name of a child 
from Timber Bay Home and purchase a gift for 
him/ her. Nancy Peterman spoke about her service 
in Colombia in the Dec. 9 service. • Presentations 
by the Acorn Club, the Care Bear Children, and a 
slide show were all features of the Dec. 9 program 
of the Upper Oaks congregation, Oakville, Ont. • 
Emma Gilmore of the Wainfleet, Ont., congrega-
tion recently was showered with 40 cards celebrat-
ing her 90th birthday. Dec. 1 banquet festivities for 
the congregation included a floor-to-ceiling 
Christmas tree covered with handmade angels, a 
talk by Brian Lofthouse, and a musical package by 
Tim Harden. 
Christian psychologist Jean Giles recently spoke 
to the adult Sunday school of the Welland, Ont., 
congregation on self-esteem. • On Dec. 2, the 
Westheights congregation. Kitchener, Ont., cele-
brated its 12th anniversary with guest Dr. Brian 
Stiller, Executive Director of Evangelical Fellow-
ship of Canada in the morning, and Bishop Dale 
Shaw in the evening. The Zacharias Sisters sang in 
both services. 
Central Conference 
The play "Absolutely Without a Doubt, Most 
Fantastically Perfect Christmas Ever" highlighted 
Dec. 16 for the Amherst congregation, Massillon, 
Ohio. Board members were treated to a Dec. 28 
fellowship at the pastor's house. • The Beulah 
Chapel senior citizens, Springfield, Ohio, enjoyed 
a Dec. 6 banquet at the parsonage. The congrega-
tion viewed a video on Bible prophecy on Dec. 9. • 
The adult class fellowship on Dec. 15 of the Chris-
tian Union congregation, Garrett, Ind., included 
Harold Deihl's account of taking his Sunday 
school class to the Planetarium. • The Fairview 
congregation, Englewood, Ohio, had a live nativ-
ity Dec. 21-24. Secret pals were revealed at the 
Dec. 6 ladies' party. • The youth of the Highland 
congregation, West Milton, Ohio, raised $400 in a 
recent rock-a-thon for YouthQuest expenses. Dec. 
19 was congregational caroling night. 
Members of the I.akeview church, Goodrich, 
Mich., combined with community folks at the 
Methodist Church for a community service on 
Dec. 16. Thirty persons of the congregation partic-
ipated with voice or instrument in the Christmas 
Eve service, attended by 135 persons. • The Nap-
panee, Ind., congregation is gearing up to host 
Central Regional Conference. The cantata "Meet 
Him at the Manger" was sung in the Dec. 23 
morning service. • The Pleasant Hill, Ohio, con-
gregation has established a fund for purchase of a 
wheelchair lift and elevator. The bell choir from 
Troy presented a program on Dec. 16. • On Dec. 
2, the Sippo Valley congregation, Massillon, 
Ohio, had a fellowship meal honoring one of its 
members leaving to serve in the Marines. • The 
Union Grove congregation, New Paris, Ind., had a 
New Year's Eve service and activities at the Union 
Center School gym. 
Midwest Conference 
The Abilene, Kan., congregation hosted the 
December fifth Sunday musical program and 
communion service with Rosebank congregation. 
• The Silvertones Men's Quartet sang the entire 
morning service Dec. 16 for the Oklahoma City, 
Okla.. church. Community caroling and refresh-
ments rounded out evening activities. • The Smith 
Family Singers presented a program on Dec. 2 to 
the Mound Park congregation, Dallas Center, 
Iowa. • Members of the Mountain View congre-
gation, Colorado Springs, Colo., recently attended 
a Twila Paris concert and pizza party afterwards. 
John and Linda Brubaker ministered at a series of 
services in November. • The Rosebank youth, 
Hope, Kan., served a meal on Dec. 2 to the Prime 
Timers, after which the grandparents shared what 
it was like to be young in their day. • The Zion 
congregation, Abilene, Kan., celebrated six new 
members on Dec. 30. 
Pacific Conference 
The Moreno congregation, Moreno Valley, 
Calif., had a "Victory Celebration" on Dec. 2 fol-
lowing the service. They exceeded their $10,000 
goal to pay off loans and other expenses. • The 
leadership of the New Community congregation, 
Pomona, Calif., gave "An Official Holiday Surviv-
al Guide"to its membership, including five steps to 
a positive holiday experience, and fun and inex-
pensive holiday activities for the entire family. • 
The Pacific Highway congregation, Salem, Ore., 
welcomed Bishop and Mrs. Cober to their Dec. 9 
evening service. They spoke following a game of 
Christmas Jeopardy based on biblical narratives. 
Paul Hostetler was the guest on Jan. 20 of the 
Riverside, Calif., congregation. • The Upland, 
Calif., church is forming a committee to look at 
refurbishing the front of the sanctuary. The church 
hosted the interdenominational presentation of 
"Messiah" on Dec. 9. • On Dec. 19 the Walnut 
Valley congregation. Walnut, Calif., began a study 
of "Simple Living: Managing Our Resources" 
with guest speakers participating. • Former Bishop 
Ralph Wenger began serving as manager of 
Upland Manor in November. 
Southeast Conference 
Pastor Bluford Davis of the Campbellsville, 
Ky., congregation recently recovered from a slight 
stroke affecting his left side. • The 20s and 30s class 
of the Community Bible church, Sarasota, Fla., 
had Dec. 22 caroling with eating afterwards. 
Children participated in the Dec. 24 candlelighting 
service. • The Dayspring Covenant church, Har-
risonburg, Va., has asked Jay Sheats, recent grad 
of Eastern Mennonite Seminary and local attender, 
to serve as interim pastor. • The Pomeroy Chapel 
congregation, Smithville, Tenn., recently purchased 
three acres of land adjoining church property. • 
On Dec. 30, the Winchester, Va., congregation 
concluded a study of Life With God: Being the 
Church by viewing the video "People of God, 
Reaching Out Together" and restating their com-
mitment to the local church. 
Susquehanna Conference 
The Big Valley congregation, Belleville, Pa., 
entertained the Big Valley Men's Chorus for a 
Dec. 9 evening program. On Jan. 2, immigrants 
from Russia, Valery Shindyapin and family, shared 
through interpreters their reasons for coming to 
America. • The children of the Carlisle, Pa., con-
gregation presented the musical, "Christmas Comes 
to Lone Star Gulch" on Dec. 9. On New Year's 
Eve, the youth met for games, a service with area 
churches, and roller skating. • The Cedar Grove 
congregation, Mifflintown, Pa., received seven 
members on Dec. 16. John Schock is presently 
helping with pastoral duties. • The youth group of 
the Colyer congregation, Centre Hall, Pa., sold 
hoagies to raise money for gift fruit baskets deliv-
ered to community persons on Dec. 21. 
On Dec. 2, the Cumberland Valley congrega-
tion, Dillsburg, Pa., enjoyed a program by the 
Paxton Street Choral Society. • The Fairview 
congregation, New Cumberland, Pa., received 
three new members on Dec. 23. The Hetrick Fam-
ily provided music on Dec. 30. • At the Dec. 18 
Women's Salad Supper of the Grantham, Pa., 
church, Linda Givens shared her pilgrimage 
through pain and anger on her way into the minis-
try. • The Jemison Valley congregation, Westfield, 
Pa., featured the movie "Molder of Dreams" at 
their Jan. 19 teacher appreciation dinner. 
The Christ's Crusaders prepared a "Christmas 
Trivia" program for the Dec. 9 evening service of 
the Marsh Creek congregation, Howard, Pa. • 
The children's choir of the Mechanicsburg, Pa., 
congregation presented "Psalty's Calamity Christ-
mas" on Dec. 16. • The Messiah Village congrega-
tion, Mechanicsburg, had an evening of sharing 
Christmas thoughts on Dec. 19. • The Redland 
Valley congregation, York Haven, Pa., had their 
Dec. 15 Christmas banquet at Messiah Village 
with music by the Trinity Trio from Strasburg, 
and entertainment by Les Wittekind, Christian 
magician from Long Island. • Sunshine Sisters 
were revealed at the Dec. 11 Women's Auxiliary 
party of the Wesley congregation, Mt. Holly 
Springs, Pa. 
Thank you to all correspondents who are 
(1) sending bulletins monthly, to arrive no 
later than the first day of each month, (2) 
arranging opened bulletins by date (earliest 
dates on top) and stapling them together in 
the upper right corner, and (3) highlighting 
special events, or writing out a sentence 
about the event they prefer to see in print. 
Thank you for this special effort which 
makes our job so much easier. 
For the Record 
Births 
Alpaugh: John Mark, Nov. 23, 1990: Brian 
and Mary Kay Alpaugh, Cumberland Valley con-
gregation, Pa. 








by Harold Chubb 
Harold Chubb is Director of Fi-
nance for the Brethren in Christ 
Church. This is the fourth in a 
series of personal testimonies 
about giving. 
I have vivid memories of my child-
hood and our family finances, for there 
was not much money to go around. My 
father was in the trucking business, haul-
ing milk from the farmer to the dairy, as 
well as selling coal. When he went to the 
mines, he had to pay cash for the coal. I 
remember that often, if the customer did 
not pay him for the coal right away, 
Mom would say to me, "I need to bor-
row a few dollars from you so your Dad 
can get coal today." 
Another memory is always being given 
money for the offerings at Sunday school 
and church. As a family we didn't dis-
cuss finances, therefore tithing was not 
talked about. But Mother, who was in 
charge of the family finances, had her 
separate cups in the kitchen cabinet— 
one being the Lord's. 
Mom and Dad taught me how to be a 
good steward of time and money. They 
were always ready to assist a person or 
family in need of money or food. They 
also gave of themselves to the church, 
community, and others, and in doing 
this they were teaching me by their 
example. 
Therefore when I began to earn wages, 
I wanted to give to the Lord not only a 
portion of my wages, but also of myself. 
However, in my teen years I was not 
always an obedient, disciplined giver of 
my wages to the Lord. 
It took sermons, experiences, time, 
and special emphasis on stewardship to 
make me think seriously about my 
financial responsibility to the Lord. 
Nancy and I were only recently married 
when our congregation began request-
ing members to make an annual pledge 
of finances to the church. This was fol-
lowed by a capital campaign asking for a 
three-year commitment. These events 
opened to us an understanding of tithing 
and offerings. 
Then Satan began an attack. We 
began to fall behind in our current 
commitment. Our children, Linda and 
Carol, were having a series of illnesses, 
ear operation, broken leg, and child-
hood diseases. With doctor bills and 
prescriptions, it was all downhill. We 
began to realize what was happening 
and claimed James 4:7, "Submit your-
selves, then, to God. Resist the devil, 
and he will flee from you." 
This led us to getting our priorities in 
order. We fulfilled the financial com-
mitment we had made to the Lord and 
the church. The illnesses stopped, which 
discontinued the doctor bills and pre-
scriptions. We began to experience the 
joy of giving again. From that time until 
the present, the Lord has taught us to 
continually seek him at all times, includ-
ing areas of finance. 
The Lord began to give me opportuni-
ties I dreamed about, but thought im-
possible to accomplish. One was, 1 
wanted to give more money and time to 
serve him. Things started to develop so 
that I could have my own retail appliance 
and television business. Nancy and 1 
were aware of the financial commitment 
necessary to enter into this new venture 
but decided to take over the business. In 
the first year of operation the business 
doubled and was increased every year 
thereafter. The Lord blessed the busi-
ness and us in many ways. We had 
opportunities to help people in the 
Lord's work with lower purchase prices 
and good service. With the increased 
business, additional funds were avail-
able to contribute to the Lord and his 
ministries. The Lord continues to chal-
lenge us in our giving so we can expe-
rience the excitement of giving beyond 
any of our expectations or dreams. 
After fourteen years in the business, 
the Lord introduced another challenge. 
By the end of the fifteenth year, I 
responded to his call of selling the busi-
ness and being available to volunteer my 
time to the work he would call me to do. 
It was over a year later that a call was 
given to serve as general treasurer of the 
Brethren in Christ Church. I accepted 
the call and served for eight years as 
general treasurer without compensation. 
In obeying God's call we have learned 
that obedience to the Lord is a must in 
our lives. We've felt joy and love from 
these times of obeying as 2 Corinthians 
9:7 tell us, "For God loves a cheerful 
giver." We continue to reap the benefits 
from serving the Lord and the church. 
Nancy and I thank God for allowing 
us the privilege of giving financial gifts 
back to him and for his using us as his 
servants. May I challenge all of us to 
give back to God what is his anyway. 
First Timothy 6:7 reminds us, "For we 
brought nothing into the world, and we 
can take nothing out of it." 
2 2 Evangelical Visitor 
Besecker: Sean Cody, Dec. 1, 1990; Terry and 
Tracey (Bowling) Besecker, Five Forks congrega-
tion, Pa. 
Burkholder: Ryan Lowell, Dec. 18, 1990; Mar-
lin and Anna Mae Burkholder, Chambersburg 
congregation. Pa. 
Cober: Nicholas David, Dec. 1, 1990; Elroy 
and Rhoda (Jantzi) Cober, Westheights congrega-
tion, Ont. 
Costarella: MaKenzie Ann, Dec. 5,1990; John 
and Kristine (Mull) Costarella, Manor congrega-
tion, Pa. 
Diffenderfer: Bradley Robert, Dec. 19, 1990; 
Brian and Karen (Shertzer) Diffenderfer, Cedar 
Grove congregation, Pa. 
Henley: Brooke Elizabeth, Dec. 6, 1990; Todd 
and Kaye (Byer) Henley, New Community con-
gregation, Calif. 
Herr: Kevin Donahue, Dec. 5, 1990; Lowell 
and Gail (Donahue) Herr, Upland congregation, 
Calif. 
Hogg: Graeme Timothy, Nov. 25, 1990; Craig 
and Trish Hogg. Heise Hill congregation, Ont. 
Holland: Donald Edward, Jr., Oct. 26, 1990; 
Donald and Rachel Holland, Conoy congrega-
tion, Pa. 
Johnston: Timothy William, Nov. 21, 1990; 
Bill and Wanda (Wideman) Johnston, Wainfleet 
congregation, Ont. 
Kilmer: Nathan Russell, Dec. 8, 1990; Kevin 
and Lourie (Hoover) Kilmer, Cedar Grove con-
gregation, Pa. 
O'Rear: Hannah Leah, Dec. 1, 1990; Paul and 
Tuula O'Rear, Cumberland Valley congregation, 
Pa. 
Ritchey: Garrett Scott, Dec. 8,1990; Brian and 
Tracey (Becker) Ritchey, Lancaster congregation, 
Pa. 
Shertzer: Caleb James, Nov. 28, 1990; Mike 
and Amy (Graham) Shertzer, Cedar Grove con-
gregation, Pa. 
Weaver: Trent Michael, Nov. 29,1990; Yohann 
and Tammer Weaver, Free Grace congregation, 
Pa. 
Winters: Kevin Douglas, Nov. 30,1990; Eugene 
and Kelly (Shaffer) Winters, Refton congregation, 
Pa. 
Weddings 
Brubaker-Dagen: Cheryl Lynne, daughter of 
Mr. and Mrs. Jacob L. Dagen, Lancaster, Pa., 
and Geoffrey Lyle, son of Dr. and Mrs. J. Richard 
Brubaker, Lancaster, Dec. 8, 1990, at Manor 
Brethren in Christ Church with Rev. Robert L. 
Sheetz officiating. 
ByDeLey-Gehman: Monica Anne, daughter of 
Melvin and Anna Gehman, Annville, Pa., and 
Derrick William, son of Cec and Vera ByDeLey, 
Sarnia, Ont., Dec. 1,1990, at Palmyra Brethren in 
Christ Church with Rev. Marlin E. Zook of-
ficiating. 
Elias-Lawrence: Elaine Lawrence, Kitchener, 
Ont., and Stefan Elias, Kitchener, June 2, 1990, at 
Westheights Brethren in Christ Church with Rev. 
David lllman officiating. 
Glunt-Bubb: Tobi SueEllen Bubb, daughter of 
Mr. and Mrs. Michael Breon, Millheim, Pa., and 
Christopher Glen, son of Mr. and Mrs. Glen 
Glunt, Millheim, Sept. 1,1990, at Colyer Brethren 
in Christ Church with Rev. William T. Fetrow 
officiating. 
Himes-Thompson: JaLene Yvonne Thompson, 
daughter of Mrs. Pam Richardson and the late 
Jay Thompson, and John Rush, son of John 
Himes, Sr., and the late Helen Himes, Dec. 1, 
1990, at Cedar Grove Brethren in Christ Church 
with Rev. M. Eugene Heidler officiating. 
Jobes-Pickett: Shari,daughter of Mr.and Mrs. 
Robert Pickett. New Paris, Ohio, and Jay, son of 
Mr. and Mrs. Jay Jobes, Sr., Arcanum, Ohio, Oct. 
20, 1990, at Highland Brethren in Christ Church 
with Rev. Clark Miller officiating. 
MacSweyn-Sherk: Shari Lynn, daughter of 
Bill and Betty Sherk, Ridgeway, Ont., and Richard 
Palmer, son of William and Sharon MacSweyn, 
Fort Erie, Ont., Dec. 1, 1990, at Sherkston 
Brethren in Christ Church with Rev. Leonard J. 
Chester officiating. 
Meyers-Bricker: Amy J., daughter of Duane 
and Donna Bricker, Chambersburg, Pa., and 
Darwin B., son of Dean and Doris Meyers, 
Chambersburg, Dec. 1, 1990, at Chambersburg 
Brethren in Christ Church with Rev. Kevin Witter 
officiating. 
Miller-Rineer: Nancy Jane, daughter of Joseph 
and Earla Rineer, Lancaster, Pa., and Jason E., 
son of Rev. Daniel and Sarah Miller, Lancaster, 
Sept. 8, 1990, at Refton Brethren in Christ Church 
with Rev. John Arthur Brubakerand Rev. Daniel 
Miller officiating. 
Niesley-Hess: Cynthia Gail, daughter of Paul 
S. and Edith Hess, Conestoga, Pa., and Duane 
Roger, son of Arthur and Janet Niesley, York, 
Pa., Dec. 15, 1990, at Pequea Brethren in Christ 
Church with Rev. Dale H. Engle and Rev. Gerald 
Wingert officiating. 
Smith-Besecker: Sharon Marie, daughter of 
Rev. Wilbur and Connie Besecker, Waynesboro, 
Pa., and Todd Wesley, son of Mr. and Mrs. 
Donald Smith, Greencastle, Pa., Dec. 1, 1990. at 
Five Forks Brethren in Christ Church with Bishop 
H. Frank Kipe officiating. 
Thompson-White: Trina Lee-Ann Mary, daugh-
ter of Bruce and Gloria White, Sudbury, Ont., and 
Robert Dow, son of Bud and Kala Thompson, 
Sussex. N.B., Aug. 18,1990, at Hanmer Pentecos-
tal Church with Rev. David lllman officiating. 
Obituaries 
Brandt: Russell M. Brandt, born Oct. 4, 1901, 
died Dec. 18, 1990. Preceding him in death were 
his wife Dorthy in 1981; a son, Kenneth; three 
brothers; and a sister. Surviving are a daughter, 
Bernice Beisch; a son, Roger; six grandchildren; 
six great-grandchildren; and three sisters, Naomi 
Hoover, Ruth Engle, and Anna Sheets. Russell 
worked for Ersham Manufacturing Co. for 45 
years and was a member of the Abilene, Kan., 
Brethren in Christ Church where the funeral was 
held with Rev. Henry F. Landis officiating. Inter-
ment was in Mt. Hope Cemetery. 
Eberle: Gene K. Eberle, born Oct. 30,1927, son 
of the late John H. and Anne Snyder Eberle, died 
Dec. 3, 1990. His wife Martha Charles Eberle 
preceded him in death in November 1977. Surviv-
ing are a stepbrother; a half-brother; and half-
sisters. He attended the Pequea church, Lancaster, 
Pa., where the funeral service was held with Rev. 
Omer E. King and Rev. Jeffrey L. Ruhl officiat-
ing. Interment was in the church cemetery. 
Figueroa: John M. Figueroa, born June 17, 
1975, son of Eloy and Mary (Socks) Figueroa, 
died Dec. 26, 1990. Surviving are a brother, 
Joseph; his maternal grandfather, John E. Socks; 
and a paternal grandmother, Modesta Figueroa. 
John was a sophomore at Waynesboro High 
School where he was an honor student, member of 
the football and wrestling teams. He was a 
member of the Five Forks Senior High Sunday 
school class and youth group. The funeral was 
held at the Grove Funeral Home with Rev. Wilbur 
Besecker officiating. Interment was in Green Hill 
Cemetery. 
Garling: Walter A. Garling, born Jan. 20,1900, 
son of J. Frank and Annie (Myers) Garling, died 
Dec. 8, 1990. Preceding him in death was a son, 
Glenn L. Surviving are his wife, Mary (Myers); 
two daughters, Arlene Lehman and Janet Brock-
mann; a son, Lauren; and a sister, Elsie Garling. 
He served as Sunday school superintendent and 
secretary/treasurer of the Fairview Ave. congre-
gation, Waynesboro, Pa. He attended Waynes-
boro Business College and worked at Wayne 
Sportswear, retiring in 1976. For the last three 
years, he had attended Green Spring Brethren in 
Christ Church. The funeral was held at Minnich-
Miller-May Funeral Home with Rev. Lynn Thrush, 
Rev Terry Burton, and Rev. J. Richard Lehman 
officiating. Interment was in Cedar Hill Cemetery, 
Greencastle. 
Huntoon: Eldon Huntoon, born May 29,1945, 
son of Ernie and Ruth Huntoon, died Nov. 27, 
1990. Surviving are his wife Rosalyn; a grand-
mother, Mabel Lyons; two sisters, Cheryl Wale 
and Yvonne Engle; and a brother, David Hun-
toon. Eldon was a deacon of the Lakeview Com-
munity Church, Mich., a member of the Board of 
Directors of Camp Lakeview, and a volunteer 
with the Goodrich Volunteer Ambulance Service. 
The funeral was held at the Lakeview church with 
Rev. John P. Walker officiating. Interment was in 
Ortonville Cemetery. 
Ipsen: Sarah Elizabeth Ipsen, born Oct. 24, 
1990, died shortly after birth. Surviving are her 
parents, James Carl and Emily Hard Ipsen; a 
brother, Nathan Peter; maternal grandparents, 
Mr. and Mrs. Cyrus Phelps Hard; and paternal 
grandparents, Mrs. and Mrs. Peter Grover Ipsen. 
The funeral was held at the Manor Church, 
Mountville, Pa., with Rev. Robert L. Sheetz and 
Rev. John Elmer Kneisley officiating. Interment 
was in Silver Spring Cemetery. 
Kreider: David J. Kreider, born July 29, 1940, 
son of Eli W. and Laura J. Weaver Kreider, died 
Dec. 27, 1990. Surviving are his wife Darla M. 
(Johns); two daughters, Cynthia A. Bachman and 
Lori A. Laukhuff; a son, Stephen D.; six grand-
children; five brothers, Robert, Nelson, James, 
Harold, and Lloyd; and six sisters, Esther Wolf, 
Evelyn Martin, June Garber, Frances Martin, 
Ruth Spangler, and Mary Gehman. He was a 
member of the Pequea congregation where the 
funeral was held with Rev. Omer E. King and Rev. 
Jeffrey L. Ruhl officiating. Interment was in the 
church cemetery. 
Yingst: Naomi R. Yingst, born Nov. 19, 1907, 
in Harrisburg, Pa., died Dec. 22. Preceding her in 
death were a twin sister, Susan Asper; two broth-
ers, Luther Yingst and Jonas Yingst; and two 
nieces. She was a former member of the Bailey 
Street Brethren in Christ Church located in Har-
risburg, and more currently of the Messiah Village 
Church. The funeral was held in the church chapel 
with Rev. J. Robert Lehman and Rev. Avery 
Musser officiating. Interment was in Air Hill 
Cemetery. 
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What about those 
degradable" plastics? 
Biodegradable plastic is one of the 
seemingly attractive options to solving 
landfill problems all over North Amer-
ica. The new plastics supposedly de-
compose to help conserve landfill space, 
control litter, and save marine life from 
entanglement. 
Consumers wanting to do something 
positive for the environment are buying 
this option in increasing numbers. "They 
are paying up to 14 percent more for the 
sake of the environment," according to 
the March/April 1990 World-Watch 
Magazine. "Degradable plastics have 
.by Art Meyer 
already cornered 10 to 20 percent of the 
market for trash, grocery, and mer-
chandise bags." 
But many environmentalists see seri-
ous problems with degradable plastics. 
Several (at least six) environmental or-
ganizations, led by the Washington, 
D.C., based Environmental Action 
Foundation, have decided that present 
degradable plastics are in fact a hoax, 
reports Audubon Magazine. Recently 
the group called for a boycott of prod-
ucts made from those products. 
Jeanne Wirka, policy analyst for the 
group, says degradable plastics are "a 
big hoax and a waste of money. A 
degradable plastic, like most garbage, is 
probably going to end up in a landfill 
and landfills are designed to minimize 
the rate at which waste degrades. What's 
more, degradable plastics are hindering 
plastic recycling. Some plastic recyclers 
have stopped recycling bags because 
degradable bags get mixed in and cause 
problems." 
Composting experiments conducted 
in Lincoln, Neb., in 1988 and 1989 sug-
gest that even in a compost pile, the ideal 
What can one person do? 
Manitoba woman creates 
reusable grocery bag 
It was the sight of plastic grocery bags 
blowing around a Winnipeg landfill that 
first prompted Rhoda Rempel to think 
about what she could do to clean up the 
environment. 
"It really bothered me," says Rempel, 
who has to drive past Winnipeg's Brady 
landfill site every time she drives to the 
city from her home in La Salle. Added 
to her concern was the knowledge that 
Canadians take home 55 million plastic 
bags from grocery stores each week, 
many of which end up in landfills 
around the country. "I wondered what I 
could do about it," she says. 
What she did was create a reusable 
Ecobag that will fit in a grocery store's 
check-out counter rack, which consum-
ers can take to the grocery store with 
them every time they shop. Then she 
came to MCC for advice. "I'm not a 
business person," she says. "I wanted to 
build a community of support." MCC 
Manitoba provided $10,000 for start-up 
while Employment Concerns director 
Robert Miller and Ernie Braun, man-
ager of SELFHELP Crafts' Global Gift 
Shop provided production and market-
ing advice. Braun put her in touch with 
Nelson's Clubwear, a local manufac-
turer who offered to cut the designs at a 
reduced cost. Four Clubwear employees 
sew the bags at home, while four other 
women work independently. 
As well as showing her concern for 
the environment, Rempel sees the Eco-
bags as a way to provide employment 
for people who are unable to leave their 
homes. "We want to utilize disabled 
people, single mothers, older people, 
refugees," she says. 
Since she began making the Ecobag, 
at least two other Winnipeg groups have 
begun making similar reusable bags. 
That's fine with her—"I'm not in this to 
make a profit," says Rempel, who 
volunteers her time. "I just wanted to get 
the idea going." Nothing would make 
her happier than if some of Canada's 
largest grocery chains decided to make 
their own reusable bags. 
MCC sells the Ecobags to non-profit 
groups at cost so that they can be used 
for fundraisers. The pattern has been 
sent to all Manitoba high school home 
ecology departments, with a letter which 
encourages schools to sew their own 
bags, possibly as a fundraiser. 
At Rempel's home, daughters Pam-
ela, 9, and Laura, 6, help make the bags. 
"It feels so good that we can help the 
environment," Pamela says. 
The bags are available from MCC 
Manitoba, 134 Plaza Dr., Winnipeg, 
Man. R3T 5K9 at $5.95 (Cdn) each, or 
$4.00 (Cdn) for non-profit groups. The 
patterns are free. • 
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decomposition setting, the kind of de-
gradable plastic now available merely 
weakens, sometimes breaking into small 
pieces. Although the plastic changes 
form, most of its volume remains. 
Another problem with present degrad-
able plastics is that no agreed-upon 
standards exist as to rates of degrada-
tion and end-product safety. At this 
point, a bag (such as the bags advertised 
as using cornstarch to hold the plastic 
together) that decomposes in six months 
to dime-size plastic pieces is legally as 
degradable as one that crumbles to dust 
in six years. 
The plastics industry to this point has 
set existing standards. Much more study 
needs to be done to determine rate of 
decomposition and the environmental 
impact of end-products of that decom-
position. 
National Audubon Society senior 
scientist Jan Beyer takes a bit less critical 
view of degradable plastics. He does not 
consider them a hoax. He points out 
that a few existing plastics such as surgi-
cal threads have proven to be com-
pletely degradable. These plastics, how-
ever, are extremely expensive. "The 
problem right now," he says, "is that 
we've found that products on the market 
really don't work the same way on a 
large scale that they do in laboratory 
testing. They need a lot of work." 
Perhaps the greatest objection to de-
gradable plastics is that they foster a 
"consume-and-dispose mentality rather 
than a conservation ethic," notes Stew-
art Will in Sierra magazine. It is easy 
and convenient to use degradable plastic 
bags and discard them, believing they 
will degrade and that you will have done 
your part for the landfill problem. 
"For now, consumers should not be 
caught holding the degradable (plastic) 
bag," writes Holly Brough in World-
Watch Magazine. "Degradables are mere-
ly a profitable, short-sighted and un-
sound approach to the waste problem, 
one that abuses the eagerness of consum-
ers to do their part for the environment. 
The final issue isn't really whether plas-
tic will degrade; it's that too much is 
consumed in the first place. Modifying 
consumer behavior to reduce, reuse, and 
recycle is much wiser than making amends 
for it much later." 
Reduce, reuse and recycle—in that 
order—are key words regarding degrad-
able plastics use at this time. Maybe 
genuine degradable plastics will become 
available. In the meantime, Wirka's 
advice seems appropriate. When asked, 
"Which is better at the supermarket 
check-out counter; paper or plastic 
bags?" her reply was, "The best thing is 
to bring your own reusable bag. If you 
don't have your tote bag with you, then 
choose either paper or plastic depending 
on which you can reuse or recycle. If you 
are going to throw them away, it's not 
clear which is better." 
Environmental issues invariably turn 
out to be related to lifestyle. Jesus taught 
The Edmonton Recycling Society 
(ERS) has a problem—it's too successful. 
When ERS received a $6.4 million 
contract in 1988 to pick up recyclables 
from 64,000 homes in the north part of 
the city of Edmonton, Alberta, the 
MCC-supported program expected to 
receive 30 tonnes of recyclables a day. 
Today it gets between 40 to 50 tonnes on 
average, and some days collects as much 
as 60 tonnes of paper, glass, metal and 
plastic. 
It's all because Edmontonians have 
enthusiastically embraced curbside blue 
box recycling, says Dave Hubert, ERS 
board chair. When ERS started, it was 
expected that around 75 percent of the 
city's residents would participate. But 
surveys show a participation rate of 92 
percent today. 
The volume of recyclables pouring in 
to the ERS sorting depot shows that 
"people want to put into action their 
concern about the environment," Hubert 
says. 
But the success of the program has led 
to some problems—as evidenced by the 
mountain of plastic in the ERS depot. 
At present there is insufficient demand 
for "post-consumer" plastic, although 
Hubert is confident that a viable market 
will appear in the near future. 
As well, the sudden influx of massive 
amounts of newspaper from recycling 
efforts around the country pushed the 
price down from $40 a tonne to a point 
early in 1990 when "buyers" were haul-
ing the paper away for nothing. It is 
expected that the depressed paper 
market will rebound when new de-
inking plants open in Canada and the 
U.S. 
The problems faced by recyclers like 
us to live lightly (responsibly) on the 
earth using only what we need. When we 
have done this, the creation has been 
kind to us. We all have to return to the 
model of Jesus. Then we will reduce, 
reuse and recycle the good things needed 
for living. And then our living can be 
truly "abundant." —Art Meyer, MCC 
U.S. Global Education • 
ERS has prompted some North Ameri-
can cities to postpone plans for curbside 
recycling until stable markets for recycled 
materials are found. But, says Hubert, 
concern about future markets overlooks 
environmental benefits here and now. 
He estimates that Edmonton's blue box 
program has conserved over 400,000 
trees, saved around 600 million litres of 
water from pollution and reserved over 
60,000 cubic metres of landfill space for 
other commodities. 
Other savings include a reduction in 
atmospheric emission of carbon di-
oxides—the chief agent of the green-
house effect—and in sulphur dioxides 
and nitrogen oxides, chief contributors 
to acid rain. 
In addition to the environmental bene-
fits, 70 people work full-time at ERS 
and another 25 participate in a govern-
ment-funded training program for peo-
ple with disabilities. Twenty-seven other 
people with disabilities have gone 
through the program and have become 
members of the regular work force. As a 
result of the new jobs Hubert, who also 
directs the MCC Canada Employment 
Concerns program, estimates that ERS 
has saved the Alberta government 
$150,000 in 1990. in welfare programs. 
"Edmonton is known throughout 
North America as an environmentally-
conscious city," he says, noting that 
every major western Canadian city has 
sent representatives through the ERS 
depot. Other visitors have come from 
Germany, Paraguay, New Zealand, 
Japan, China, Zimbabwe, Bhutan, The 
Philippines, Thailand and many parts of 
the U.S.—John Longhurst, MCC In-
formation Services • 
MCC-supported recycling venture 
in Edmonton burdened by success 
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MCC Peace Committee discusses joint 
Mennonite/Brethren in Christ peace statement 
MCC Peace Committee took steps 
Nov. 15 to 17 to develop a new joint 
Mennonite and Brethren in Christ peace 
theology statement to replace the exist-
ing 40-year old statement. 
Gathering at their semi-annual meet-
ing at MCC headquarters in Akron, 
Pa., committee members decided to cri-
tique the last joint Mennonite and Breth-
ren in Christ peace theology statement, 
issued at Winona Lake, Ind., in 1950. 
Committee members will outline a ra-
tionale for a new statement and study 
related documents, then report their 
findings to the committee in April. 
This continues work begun November 
1989 when the committee discussed the 
issue. They drafted guidelines noting 
that a new statement should provide 
"guidance for our congregations and for 
the work of MCC . . . [answering] 
questions that continue to be asked . . . 
about what our peace position means." 
The committee will also bring together 
a statement on the theology of concilia-
tion. This will not be a new statement, 
but rather a compilation of current writ-
ings. It will be compiled by the Peace 
Office staff. 
The committee also heard reports 
from John Stoner, Peace Office interim 
secretary, about recent Christian Peace-
maker Teams (CPT) activity. A 12-
person CPT peace advocacy delegation 
returned in early December from Iraq. 
As Peace Officer director, Stoner is a 
member of the CPT steering committee. 
The Peace Committee also discussed 
the current situation in the Persian Gulf, 
with reports from the U.S. Peace Sec-
tion and Stoner, who recently returned 
from Iraq with a Fellowship of Reconcil-
iation (FOR) delegation. FOR is an 
interfaith peace organization. 
This was the first meeting for new 
committee members Jeanette Flaming 
of Dallas, Ore., representing the MCC 
Executive Committee, and for J. Samuel 
Thomas of Landisville, Pa., member-at-
large. 
The other Peace Committee members 
are: Helmut Harder, Winnipeg, Man., 
member-at-large; Evelyn Kreider, Go-
shen, Ind., representing MCC U.S. Peace 
Section; Peter Penner, Winnipeg, Man., 
representing MCC Canada Peace and 
Social Concerns Committee; Patty Shel-
ly, North Newton, Kan., member-at-
large; and Arnold Snyder, Waterloo, 
Ont., member-at-large. • 
a column for 
Christian 
peacemakers 
By the time you read this, the January 
15 deadline for Iraq's withdrawal from 
Kuwait will have passed. Perhaps we 
will know more about how the standoff 
in the Persian Gulf will be resolved. 
Whether or not there is a war—short or 
prolonged—the situation in the Middle 
East has elicited a variety of peacemak-
ing responses and has focused attention 
on the need for peace education of all 
types in our congregations. This column 
will highlight several additional ideas 
and resources. 
1. Emergency Sabbath: Since the begin-
ning of the crisis last August, Christian 
Peacemaker Teams have sponsored three 
major activities in response to the threat 
of war: Oil Free Sunday in October, a 
peacemaker delegation to Iraq in No-
vember, and, most recently, a call for an 
"Emergency Sabbath." The idea of the 
Emergency Sabbath is that, on the first 
Monday following the outbreak of war 
(or whenever it is most convenient), 
people will take time off from work to 
pray, do public witness, or write letters 
to and telephone elected officials, seek-
ing an end to the war. Taking part in the 
Emergency Sabbath is one way to com-
municate our desire for a negotiated and 
just settlement to the conflict in the 
Middle East. More information about 
the Emergency Sabbath can be obtained 
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from Christian Peacemaker Teams, 1821 
W. Cullerton, Chicago, IL 60608; (312) 
421-5513. 
2. A Resource on the Middle East: 
Since the present conflict erupted, many 
of us have learned more about that area 
of the world than we ever knew before. 
Most of us could afford to learn more so 
that we can act out of accurate under-
standings rather than stereotypes. To 
help in that process, the Mennonite 
Central Committee has prepared a pack-
et of study materials on the Persian Gulf 
Crisis. The packets, suitable for use in 
small group settings, are available for 
$3.00 each (or $5.00 for a leader's packet) 
from MCC, 21 S. 12th St., P.O. Box 
500, Akron, PA 17501; (717) 859-1151. 
One result of the threat of war is that 
many people are reconsidering their 
beliefs about war and peace. While 
many have been consistently working at 
peace education all along, the reality is 
that an actual threat of war means 
heightened interest. Of special concern 
to those in the historic peace churches in 
the United States, including the Brethren 
in Christ, has been the status of military 
registration and alternative service for 
those who are conscientious objectors to 
war. Again, on our behalf, MCC has 
been working to obtain accurate, up-to-
date information (see the January Vis-
itor or call MCC for resources). 
As Brethren in Christ, we have used 
Matthew 18:15-17 as a model for inter-
personal conflict resolution. A pertinent 
question in the current context is whether 
and how that model can be applied to 
international conflict. What would it 
mean to confront the person (or nation) 
who has done wrong, to take two or 
three others with us, and then to go to 
the whole church (or world)? If the con-
flict is still not resolved, what does it 
mean to treat the person (or nation) as a 
pagan or tax collector? (Someone has 
suggested that it doesn't mean throwing 
him or her out, but rather means con-
tinuing to communicate the love of 
Christ to the person just as you would to 
anyone else in need of that love.) The 
imminence of war—on a scale we haven't 
faced for some time—provides an op-
portunity for serious dialogue in our 
homes and congregations about how to 
apply biblical principles like these to dif-
ficult international tensions. For further 
ideas or to share yours, contact the 
Board for Brotherhood Concerns, P.O. 
Box 246, Mount Joy, PA 17552; (717) 
653-8251. 
The Way of Peace column is a project of 
the Board for Brotherhood Concerns. 
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Colloquium to assess future of 
Mennonite, Brethren in Christ peace theology 
"Mennonite Peace Theology into the 
90'S—Where have we come from? 
Where are we going?" is the theme of the 
Sixth Peace Theology Colloquium, to 
be held June 21-23, 1991, at Columbia 
Bible College in Clearbrook, B.C. 
According to colloquium planning 
committee member Peter Penner, co-
director of Mennonite Central Commit-
tee Canada's Peace and Social Concerns 
department, the colloquium will "fea-
ture dialogue between peace theologians, 
church leaders, educators, and others. It 
will be a time to assess the current state 
of Mennonite and Brethren in Christ 
peace theology and to answer the ques-
tion posed by God to Hagar in Genesis 
16:8: 'Where have you come from and 
where are you doing?' " 
Feature presentations will be made by 
J. R. Burkholder, a writer and former 
professor at Goshen College and Asso-
ciated Mennonite Biblical Seminaries, 
who will speak about "Mennonite Peace 
Commitment Since 1945." Burkholder 
will examine the various strains of peace 
theology which have developed among 
Mennonites and Brethren in Christ since 
World War II. He will be followed by 
Leo Driedger, professor of sociology at 
the University of Manitoba and chair of 
the Church Member Profile II Adminis-
trative Committee, who will speak about 
"Current Understanding and Practice of 
Peace Among Various Mennonite Con-
ferences." 
Discussion and responses to the pres-
entations will follow. Howard Loewen 
of Mennonite Brethren Biblical Semi-
nary (MBBS) will respond to Burk-
holder's presentation. John E. Toews, 
also of MBBS, Richard Showalter, pres-
ident of Rosedale Bible Institute, and 
Ralph Lebold, director of pastoral lead-
ership training of the Mennonite Con-
ference of Eastern Canada, will respond 
to the presentation by Driedger. 
In order to focus peace theology 
agenda for the next decade, the collo-
quium will also feature case studies on 
environmental issues, racism, and do-
mestic violence. 
Registration fee for the colloquium is 
$30.00 ($25 U.S.). Meals and lodging 
will be available at Columbia Bible Col-
lege for $45. 
For more information or to register, 
contact: Peace Theology Colloquium, 
134 Plaza Dr., Winnipeg, Man. R3T 




Messiah meets funding challenge 
The Messiah College Development 
Office announced that the school has 
successfully met the Kresge Challenge, 
the final phase of the Shaping the 
Future campaign designed to complete 
the funding for the new academic build-
ing. The Kresge Foundation in Michi-
gan has awarded the college the prom-
ised grant of $300,000, which was con-
tingent on Messiah's raising the balance 
of the cost of construction from other 
sources by December 31, 1990. 
According to Shelly Johnston, assist-
ant director of annual programs, the 
final gifts were raised through the annual 
phonathon, as well as special individual 
Kresge Challenge pledges. Fall Phona-
thon ^0 co-chairpersons senior Colleen 
Muir, a chemistry major from Philadel-
phia, and junior Beth Seibert, an ele-
mentary education major from Palmyra, 
Pa., organized 147 student volunteers to 
call alumni, friends, and parents between 
October 22 and November 15, 1990. 
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Messiah's visiting professors 
Mr. Saeed Mahboub, the first recip-
ient of the new annual Visiting Profes-
sor appointment, is the Visiting Instruc-
tor in Art for the 1990-1991 academic 
year. He holds a B.F.A. in Painting 
from the Massachusetts College of Art 
and an M.F.A. in Painting from the 
University of Washington. In addition 
to teaching drawing at the University of 
Washington, he has worked in mural 
painting and graphic design. Mr. Mah-
boub will present an exhibition of draw-
ings, oils, and watercolors at Messiah's 
Aughinbaugh Art Gallery from Friday, 
Feb. 22 to March 22. A reception will be 
held for Mr. Mahboub on Friday, 
March 1, at 7:00 p.m. 
Dr. Julius Murikwa is Messiah's Vis-
iting Professor of Religion under a 
partnering program sponsored by the 
Christian College Consortium (funded 
by the Pew Charitable Trusts). Dr. 
Murikwa holds a B.A. from Gulf Coast 
m » 
Mahboub Murikwa 
Bible College, an M.Div. from Ander-
son (Ind.) School of Theology, and a 
Ph.D. in Missions from Fuller Theolog-
ical Seminary. An African national, Dr. 
Murikwa taught religion at Daystar 
University College in Nairobi, Kenya, 
prior to coming to Messiah. 
Seniors—apply now 
High school seniors planning to attend 
Messiah College this September should 
apply now. Here are three things stu-
dents need to do to apply: 
1. Complete and submit the Messiah 
College application, a copy of which is 
bound between pages 40 and 41 of the 
college catalog. 
2. Have official transcripts of courses, 
grades, and standardized test scores sent 
to the Messiah College Admissions of-
fice. Messiah will accept either Scholas-
tic Aptitude Test (SAT) or American 
College Testing (ACT) scores. 
3. Have two recommendations, in-
cluding one from your pastor or youth 
director, sent to the Messiah College 
Admissions Office. Recommendation 
forms are included in the application 
booklet. 
The Messiah College Admission Of-
fice is open weekdays from 8:00 a.m.-5 
p.m. Call or write for a catalog, applica-
tion form, financial aid information, or 
campus visit information: Admissions 
Office, Messiah College, Grantham, PA 
17027,(717) 691-6000. • 
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Following my reading of the "Dia-
logue" section of the December Visitor 
on the flag issue, I considered writing a 
response. But I think the case for no flag 
in our churches has not been made bet-
ter than by John Zercher in one of his 
editorials . . . reprinted in Lantern in 
the Dawn (pp. 59-61) under the title "On 
the Worship of God." My suggestion is 
that this article be reprinted. 
E. Morris Sider 
Grantham, Pa. 
On the Worship of God 
Recently I had the occasion to talk 
with a young man who during the past 
year has visited a large number of 
Brethren in Christ congregations. In our 
conversation he shared the observation— 
and his surprise—that in so many of 
these churches the United States flag 
was a part of the sanctuary furnishings. 
This confirmed an observation that I 
too had made. 
The appearance of the national flag in 
our churches is a relatively recent phe-
nomenon. It was not a part of the early 
meeting-house furnishings. I believe that 
it has become a part of our worship 
symbols by two avenues. 
In some instances the Brethren in 
Christ have taken over existing church 
buildings or provided pastoral leader-
ship to a group whose roots were in 
another tradition. The national flag was 
a part of the sanctuary furnishings and 
continued to be after the change of 
ownership or leadership. The decision 
to retain the flag was not deliberate. The 
matter was not tested theologically. The 
flag was there; it just remained. 
The flag may have found its way into 
the sanctuary by means of a gift or by a 
decision to make the decor more con-
temporary. It is very possible that the 
biblical or theological basis for the addi-
tion of this symbol to our worship was 
not the prime consideration. The prac-
tice of peer groups rather than biblical 
urgency dictated the change. 
It would be appropriate to ask what 
the biblical basis of authority is for 
including the national flag as one of the 
symbols of worship. If it is not a symbol 
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of worship or an aid to worship what is 
its purpose in the house of worship? 
Symbols are powerful teaching instru-
ments. Christ recognized this in institut-
ing the Lord's Supper. The open Bible, 
the cross, the central pulpit, the com-
munion table are symbols which quietly 
but effectively teach and aid in our 
worship. 
Let me highlight biblical teachings 
which, I believe, bear upon the practice 
of including the national flag in our 
church furnishings. 
Christ's teaching of the two king-
doms. At the beginning of his ministry 
Christ announced that "The Kingdom 
of God is at hand." At the close of his 
ministry he clearly stated that his king-
dom was not of this world, else his disci-
ples would have fought (John 18:36). 
Are we not in danger of blurring 
Christ's teaching of the two kingdoms 
when we incorporate into our worship 
the symbol of the kingdom of this 
world? Even if we recognize the need for 
government and the biblical provision 
for it, one must admit that the values of 
the state are many times in radical oppo-
sition to the teachings of Christ. The 
church is a manifestation of this new 
kingdom with its own symbols—the 
cross, the Bible, the bread and the cup. 
Separation of church and state. This 
principle is a concrete expression of the 
teaching concerning the two kingdoms. 
The state has its functions. The church 
has her mission. This principle of sepa-
ration, which we take so much for 
granted, was purchased for us at great 
price. As Brethren in Christ, we are the 
direct descendants of those who paid by 
life and fortune for their understanding 
that the church and the state were 
separate. 
I must ask if we are not betraying our 
heritage and those who suffered for this 
truth as we bring into our sanctuaries 
the high symbol of the state and seek to 
join what Christ has put asunder. 
The transnational character of the 
church. Jesus was concerned about the 
activities in the house of God. He took 
some radical measures to correct the 
situation in the incident we refer to as 
"the cleansing of the Temple" (Mark 
11:15-19). In the process he quoted Isai-
ah's statement, "My house shall be 
called a house of prayer for all the 
nations" (Isaiah 56:7). 
Jesus affirmed a truth the Jews found 
difficult to accept; the house of God was 
for all nations. God is not a tribal deity 
nor a national god; nor is his church a 
national church. Do we not tamper with 
the biblical truth that the church of 
Jesus Christ is above nation and race 
when we include the national symbol 
among our worship symbols? 
The teaching of peace and nonresist-
ance. Symbols have a quiet but effective 
way of teaching. One could well ask the 
question what the presence of a national 
flag will do to our church's commitment 
to peace and nonresistance. 
Obviously a national flag has other 
meaning than warfare. But it is so 
closely identified with the military that it 
is difficult to separate the two. I seriously 
question if our peace witness can long be 
maintained if each time the congrega-
tion gathers the nation's flag is part of 
the symbols in the sanctuary. 
This relation of the flag to the military 
is symbolized frequently in most of our 
communities. It is in ours. The raising of 
the flag is a traditional part of our local 
high school's home football games. Just 
before the teams come onto the field the 
band moves into formation, the crowd 
faces the north end of the field, and a 
color guard from the local post of Veter-
ans of Foreign Wars, armed with rifles, 
escorts the flag to the pole. The flag is 
raised to the playing of our national 
anthem with its distinct military over-
tones. I wonder if our youth seeing this 
relationship on Friday night can sepa-
rate it on Sunday morning. 
It is understandable that a govern-
ment unit would find it appropriate to 
give prominence to the nation's symbol: 
our public schools are part of the state 
structure. The flag belongs over our post 
offices and government buildings. With 
this I have no problem. 
The question which we as a church 
need to ask is this: Does the placing of 
the Stars and Stripes in the sanctuary 
contribute to the worship of God? 




At one o'clock New Year's morning, I 
decided that I wish my children (espe-
cially Beth, the seventeen-year-old) were 
either 6 again or else 25 and out on their 
own. I'm finding this never-never land 
between childhood and adulthood pain-
fully unsettling at times. When they 
were 6, they were past the diaper stage, 
but still small and pliable; when they get 
to be 25, I'm hoping I will have suc-
ceeded in relinquishing responsibility 
for what they do and that we'll be able to 
relate as mature adults. 
Not that Beth's New Year's Eve plans 
were so wild and woolly; in fact, 1 should 
be (and I am when I'm able to be 
rational) pleased and proud that her 
plans did not include drugs or alcohol or 
cruising around town at the mercy of 
drunk drivers. The trouble was that her 
plans didn't include our family; in fact, 
when she brought a bunch of friends 
home to eat pizza and watch movies, she 
made it fairly clear that Mark and I 
weren't welcome in the living room. We 
would cramp her style. And fuddy-
duddies that we are (the type that would 
just as soon go to bed at the normal time 
on New Year's Eve and forget that 
there's supposed to be something special 
about the evening), we had trouble 
appreciating the sounds that came from 
our living room until well past two 
o'clock in the morning. I suppose reality 
is that I didn't like it that her ideas of a 
good time don't often include me any-
more; her choices are not my choices; 
she's growing away from me. 
On New Year's Day, while I was put-
ting away the Christmas decorations, I 
watched the movie "Dad." In the movie, 
the wife had directed her husband's life 
for most of their marriage; she had done 
everything for him so that late in life he 
was almost helpless without her. When 
she was hospitalized with a heart attack, 
their son came to help out and taught his 
father to be self-sufficient. While she 
was still recuperating at home, he be-
came ill and almost died; getting another 
chance at life rejuvenated him so that he 
became a different person wanting to 
enjoy life and make his own decisions 
about things he wanted to do while he 
still had time. His wife had great diffi-
culty accepting her "new husband"; she 
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had lost control of him; he no longer 
depended entirely on her for everything 
in his life. It felt familiar! 
What little I know about "family sys-
tems" tells me that most families operate 
according to certain unwritten rules. 
When someone starts behaving contrary 
to the established rules and expecta-
tions, it messes up the system and the 
others in the family are uncomfortable. 
That's what was happening with the 
mother in the movie, and I think that's 
at least part of what's happening in our 
family with a teenage daughter poised 
on the brink of adulthood. 
Other examples would include the 
survivor of sexual abuse who refuses to 
keep the family secret anymore, or the 
wife of the alcoholic who refuses to con-
tinue to "enable" the continuation of the 
addictive process in her husband. In 
both cases, the refusal to go on cooper-
ating with long-established patterns of 
behavior upsets the system and causes 
extreme discomfort. Sometimes, those 
who do the upsetting pay heavy prices 
(estrangement from the rest of the fam-
ily, or feelings of guilt for having dis-
Brethren in Christ 
general church 
offices planned 
In light of the recent gift of land from 
Messiah College to the Brethren in 
Christ Church, the Board of Adminis-
tration (BOA) is planning to build a 
facility to house a number of general 
church offices now scattered through-
out the denomination. The groups that 
will occupy the facility include: Board 
for Brotherhood Concerns, Board for 
Congregational Life, Board for Evangel-
ism and Church Planting, Board for 
Ministry and Doctrine, Board for Stew-
ardship Services, Board for World Mis-
sions, general church offices of the BOA, 
Jacob Engle Foundation, and the Sus-
quehanna regional conference office. 
These boards have been asked to iden-
tify office space needs for the next five 
years and beyond. 
As reported in the December 1990 
Visitor, the location of the new facility is 
on the north (or left) side of the Gran-
rupted what has seemed to "work" for a 
long time). In all cases, however, the 
disruption of patterns that if continued 
would be unhealthy leads toward growth 
if the individuals involved are willing. 
While my parental discomfort with a 
child moving toward adulthood is not 
nearly as extreme as in families being 
forced to face incest or alcoholism in 
their systems, the need for the discom-
fort remains the same. Just as I hope 
that dysfunctional families will at some 
point be willing and strong enough to 
face the causes of their dysfunction, I 
also hope that I can more gracefully face 
the prospect of losing parental control 
and let go in a way which empowers my 
children to become the mature, respon-
sible, and independent adults I really do 
want them to be. And just as facing 
family dysfunction can bring wholeness, 
healing, and growth, so I also hope and 
believe that the tugs-of-war between 
child and parent in our house will even-
tually change to healthy give-and-take 
between adults who love and respect 
each other. 
Phoebe 
tham Road just before one crosses the 
railroad overpass onto the Messiah cam-
pus in Grantham, Pa. Messiah College 
will make projections on landscaping 
and location of the building in harmony 
with the college campus. The planning 
committee will work on developing the 
building and its interior design. 
The BOA is pleased to announce with 
gratitude that bequests and donors have 
made this facility possible without im-
pacting Cooperative Ministries. It is 
envisioned that the project will be com-
pleted within two to three years. The 
BOA believes that sharing this facility 
and equipment is in the best interest of 
the church. The bishops will continue to 
be located in the various regions where 
they minister to pastors and congrega-
tions. 
Harold Chubb chairs a planning com-
mittee appointed by the BOA, with 
John Byers serving as secretary. Ques-
tions regarding the project may be di-
rected to them (Harold Chubb, P.O. 
Box 450, Mechanicsburg, PA 17055; 
John Byers, P.O. Box 547, Elizabeth-
town, PA 17022).—R. Donald Shafer, 
General Secretary • 
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Dear Paul, 
In all your travels around the Roman 
Empire you must have eaten many dif-
ferent foods. Why, you could probably 
publish a "Missionary Journeys Cook-
book" that would be a smash hit. I know 
of a bunch of Women's Fellowships that 
would jump at the chance to market 
such an item (with the proceeds going to 
missionary causes, of course). 
I'd bet, however (if I believed in bet-
ting), that you've never tasted a mouth-
ful of collard greens. Not in Antioch. 
Not in Ephesus or Corinth. Not even in 
Rome. 
I have a pastor friend, though, who 
has. He grew up on a farm where they 
were regular dinnertime ("suppertime" 
where he lived) fare. He and his dozen 
brothers and sisters ate bushels of col-
lard greens. Their mom would cook 
them with this special ham bone which 
gave them just the right seasoning. 
This minister, who believes no one is 
really qualified to preach until he or she 
has farmed awhile (which makes him an 
excellent candidate for Brethren in Christ 
ministry), loves to tell the story of the 
day a neighbor borrowed that ham 
bone. Can you guess what she did? She 
used it to cook a mess (a bunch) of 
turnip greens! 
You'd have to understand the fine 
culinary nuances of different types of 
greens to appreciate the awfulness of 
It seems to me that you do a disservice 
to your readers when you publish an 
opinion like Phoebe's in the December 
issue without putting an editor's foot-
note giving the church's official biblical 
position on the thing in question— 
women as ordained ministers. I assume 
the church still has such a position. 
In the '40s and '50s the church had 
such a position and we heard it preached, 
but times have changed. 
Phoebe would have done better had 
she used the Bible instead of the diction-
ary as a reference. Mine starts in Genesis 
3 0 
this occurrence, but suffice it to say that 
old ham bone wasn't ever fit for cooking 
collards again. 
You're probably wondering why I'm 
using valuable parchment and your pre-
cious time to ramble on about foreign 
foods. Please indulge me, for I think a 
valuable lesson lies simmering in this 
stew. 
After telling this story, my friend goes 
on to observe that we often do with 
Christian truths what that neighbor lady 
did. We boil the ham bones of biblical 
reality in the turnip greens of our dis-
torted doctrines and faddish philoso-
phies until the scintillating spice of truth 
is lost. 
I agree. Right off I can think of sev-
eral good gospel words we've bandied 
around and misused until they're just 
about unpalatable to sincere persons 
seeking life-changing reality. 
Take the word "forgiveness." This 
divine gem has degenerated into a cheap 
trinket. It's a license to kill. Do what you 
want; God and other Christians are 
bound to let you off the hook anyway. 
The seasoning of repentance (change of 
thinking and lifestyle) and restitution 
(making your wrongs right) have been 
cooked right out of the ham bone of 
forgiveness. 
Or the concept of "holiness." Some 
have relegated this word to the dusty 
3:16 and refers from thereto 1 Tim. 2:12. 
Many feminists would not seem so 
"strident" if instead of trying to make 
their point, they would use the biblical 
point of view. 
There are denominations that accept 
women preachers with open arms. It 
seems hardly necessary that we should 
throw away the Bible to do the same. 
I can't believe that all the Brethren in 
Christ preachers made such a mistake in 
their earlier preaching. 
Leonard Brauen 
Orlando, Florida 
shelves of archaic superstition, unneeded 
and unwelcome with enlightened believ-
ers. Others have redefined the epitomy 
of holiness as dressing conservatively, 
living rigidly, and acting hatefully toward 
those who are different. The breathtak-
ing beauty of biblical holiness—God's 
character, integrity, unselfishness—that 
he calls us to share often gets lost in the 
shuffle. 
What about "love"? We're so satu-
rated with the spine-tingling, bells-ring-
ing, hormones-racing images that we 
hardly recognize your descriptions in 
the first Corinthian letter anymore. No 
wonder marriages are breaking up in 
record numbers. If love is primarily an 
irresistible animal magnetism, what's 
left when the magnet weakens? Servant-
hood, commitment, unconditional ac-
ceptance are seasonings contaminated 
by the turnip greens. 
There's "born again," that flashy 
catch-phrase to describe Jesus' words to 
Nicodemus about the radical transfor-
mation of the individual by God's Spirit. 
"A new creation,"you call it. Nowadays 
almost everyone claims to be born again, 
and in many cases it appears the label is 
the only thing that has changed. 
"Sin" has been another casualty of 
our linguistic laundering. It is seen as a 
crude, primitive concept, invented by 
uptight churchmen to keep people from 
having fun. Often obscured is the por-
trait of sin, not as the breaking of rules, 
but the breaking of hearts—God's, other 
persons', and ultimately my own (which 
just isn't equipped to support the weight 
of the throne I build there when 1 
become my own god). 
Paul, you may never have eaten col-
lards, but you've had your own words 
twisted often enough to appreciate what 
I'm getting at. We live in a turnip greens 
society whose values threaten to con-
taminate biblical beliefs. Somehow we 
need to regain the fresh bite of God's 
words and help people rediscover the 
tastiness of truths we've boiled the life 
out of. 
That's why I'm constantly grateful for 
the nourishing and balanced meals you 
serve up in your epistles. I'm learning 
more and more that nothing satisfies the 





This February issue was nearly ready for printing (all that timeliness, we break precedent in publishing two "Dialogue" 
remained to do was design the cover and finish the editorial features this month. Certainly the material on this page and the 
page) when the following article arrived in the mail. Due to its next should encourage us to continue to prayfor the Middle East. 
Struggling to be biblical 
about the Middle East 
In the early 1960s, I won my God and 
Country Award in the Scouts and sup-
ported the Vietnam war and wanted 
Goldwater to win the presidency. Then 
in an effort to follow Jesus' description 
of his followers in Matthew 5:38-48—to 
not resist evil by natural means, but to 
love my enemies—I became a pacifist 
and sought to convince others of that 
position through the 70s and 'SOs. 
But loving one's enemies was not 
popular during Jesus' time, when most 
Jews wanted to drive the Roman invad-
ers from their country—not love them. 
And it's not popular today. Most of the 
time, we as Christians have enough 
trouble just loving our friends; at least, I 
do. I keep discovering how selfish I 
really am. 
Then here comes the Iraq conflict. 1 
quickly checked out the Evangelical Vis-
itor when it came yesterday. Much to 
my surprise, the articles on Iraq upset 
me; they seem to take a much too soft 
position on Iraq. Peace is important, 
but so is justice. In my natural self (my 
non-Christian mind), I think President 
Bush is probably doing the best thing in 
standing up to the bully Saddam Hus-
sein by playing poker with our 400,000-
plus troops, seeking to scare the tyrant. 
And maybe, based on past wars, the best 
thing to do would be a lightning strike 
against Iraq before Saddam grows any 
stronger militarily. On the other hand, 
that could lead to unforeseen conse-
quences—the destruction of the whole 
Middle East. Short wars often turn into 
long blood baths, especially in the Mid-
dle East, where Islam and secular Juda-
ism rule, both based on hatred of the 
enemy. 
I certainly wouldn't want to be George 
Bush. He has the great weight of literally 
millions of lives on his mind. And yet no 
matter what he chooses, we know there 
won't be world peace until Christ comes 
again (Matt. 24:6-8). 
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And to further complicate matters, 
there is also a deranged feeling rising up 
in me that enjoys the excitement of his-
torical conflict and hopes a war does 
come so that I can be a live observer of a 
major conflict. Strange, how complex I 
and others are in the natural mind. So 
many have spoken of this fascination 
with war, from General Patton in World 
War II to soldiers who expressed excite-
ment about going to Central America to 
fight only a couple of years ago. 
But in my Christian spirit or mind, I 
think all of the above natural thinking 
"is rubbish" (to quote Paul, Phil. 3:8). I 
am struggling to think biblically. Here's 
what has come to me. See what you 
think. 
First, we don't know what God has in 
mind in his providence. How is God 
using Iraq to accomplish his purposes in 
the world? Could he be using Iraq like he 
did in the Old Testament during the time 
of Isaiah? I wonder. For from a Chris-
tian perspective, the present conflict 
makes no sense. The U.S. (a God-
defying nation that has murdered 
23,000,000 babies) is defending Saudi 
Arabia (a God-defying nation where it is 
against the law to be a Christian) from 
Iraq (another evil nation where Chris-
tians are allowed, but discriminated 
against); plus the U.S. is trying to "free" 
Kuwait (an evil nation where Muslims 
may not even be told about Christ!). 
Seen from that perspective, our Chris-
tian support of or participation in the 
U.S. involvement seems entirely wrong. 
What should we do then? Pray that 
God's will may be done; support mis-
sions to the Muslims; convince Chris-
tian young men and women not to do 
battle with the world's weapons but with 
God's Sword, the Word of God (2 Cor. 
10:4, Eph. 6:12-18, Ro. 12:20-21, Matt. 
5:38-48). In other words, instead of serv-
ing in the military, we as Christians 
should serve in short- or long-term mis-
sionary service. We should join our 
churches' Christian Peacemaking Teams 
that go to places of conflict and witness 
for Christ. If Christians are already in 
the military, they should request that 
they not carry weapons. Instead, they 
should carry the Bible. We need to espe-
cially pray that Christians who are in 
Saudi Arabia will have opportunities to 
disobey the evil law against witnessing 
(Acts 5:29), that they will concentrate on 
witnessing of the love of Jesus Christ to 
every Muslim they come in contact with. 
We need to win Iraqis, Kuwaitis, and 
Saudis to God's kingdom, the only true 
and just government. Nowhere in the 
New Testament are Christians advised 
to fight for the countries of this world. 
On the contrary, Jesus said that when an 
invading army's soldier orders you to 
carry his pack for a mile, you as a Chris-
tian should love this enemy and offer to 
carry his pack for two miles (Matt. 
5:41). This was hard for the Jews to 
accept because they hated the Roman 
invasion and occupation of their coun-
try. Remember, though, that at least one 
Jewish patriot renounced the violence of 
the Zealots and turned to follow Christ 
(Luke 6:15, 27-36). 
And when Paul and Silas were in jail 
after being beaten, when the earthquake 
came and freed them, they didn't help 
stage a violent uprising against their 
enemies; they praised God and witnessed 
to their enemy, who accepted Christ 
(Acts 16:25-34). 
Our job as Christians is neither to tell 
the non-Christian world what to do with 
a dangerous bully like Saddam Hussein, 
nor is it to participate in or support a 
war against him. We should even pray 
for him. After all, he has modeled him-
self after the evil Nebuchadnezzar; yet 
even that tyrant came to a point in his 
life when he honored the only true God 
(Dan. 4:28-37). 
In conclusion, remember, we have a 
non-Christian country (the U.S.) de-
fending an anti-Christian country (Saudi 
Arabia) against an invading non-Chris-
tian country (Iraq) that has taken over 
an anti-Christian country (Kuwait). The 
foolishness of the world! 
Daniel Wilcox 




An open letter to 
President George Bush 
Why do we as a nation arm others, 
help build them militarily, only to have 
to crush them with military might later? 
Why is it the ones who profit most from 
arms sales are not the ones who suffer 
most from arms sales? In a war in the 
Middle East, how many Americans, 
British, French, and allied Arabs will die 
from weapons and death technology 
originally supplied by their own govern-
ments? 
Americans do not have the moral 
right to ask someone else to lose their life 
or to kill another so that we can con-
tinue to waste petroleum wealth as 
though it is a limitless commodity. Our 
leadership must search for other alterna-
tives to resolve conflict. 
Much of the blame for the current 
crisis rests squarely on U.S. political 
leadership's past failure to face the real-
ity of our country's wanton wastefulness 
of finite resources. History has proven 
that the marketplace does not adequately 
regulate or control greed, waste or over-
use in order to conserve or extend the 
life of a finite commodity. That is where 
government leadership must come in. 
Unless political leadership creates a 
favorable environment for conservation, 
then any commodity will flow to where 
the money is and be used up at the speed 
those who can afford it deem they need 
it. For all of my adult life I have heard 
that we are overly dependent on foreign 
oil, yet gasoline has remained cheap, 
and conservation and alternative energy 
source development has not been signif-
icant enough to solve the problem. 
For all of recorded history there have 
been wars in the Middle East. Do we 
really think we can wage war with Iraq, 
straighten things out in a few months or 
even a few years, leave, and then every-
thing will be OK? That's ludicrous. 
When U.N. forces are gone—and they 
can't stay forever—the conflicts of di-
vergent Islamic ideologies, the Pales-
tinian question, the Israeli situation, 
stresses of poor and rich Arab countries 
bordering each other, tribalism, nation-
alism, political and social change, greed, 
gross militarism, etc., will resume. 
American, French, Egyptian, English, 
and even Iraqi bodies drying in sun-
drenched sand dunes will not solve these 
problems. We will have wasted another 
generation of hope and spent billions of 
dollars for nothing—again (remember 
South East Asia). There must be another 
way. 
Presidents Kennedy, Johnson and 
Nixon proved the high, and long-lasting, 
costs of carrying on a war while continu-
ing to spend at home like there was a 
limitless supply of money. It looks as 
though your administration might try to 
do the same. A U.S. general recently 
predicted that the war might last five 
days. Israel's victory in the Six-Day War 
a generation ago, or its wars since then, 
have solved nothing in the long term. 
Israelis, and we, are still dying for their 
right to exist while others, equally con-
vinced they are right, are dying to end 
their existence. The problem has not 
been solved. It will never be solved 
through war. Our leadership owes it to 
this and future generations to search for 
alternatives to war as a solution for 
conflict. 
Will the American people watch the 
body bags come home without objec-
tion? I don't think so. And I don't think 
they should. Why should American 
mothers and fathers bury their dead in 
silence for a cause that is questionable 
and a victory (if we do win) that is ethe-
real. Why should we start another cycle 
of mental, social and physical war 
wounds? Our political leaders must work 
on confronting the real problems of 
hate, greed, overindulgence, wanton 
waste, violence, etc., and avoid the easy 
non-solutions of throwing money and 
lives away. Why has leadership not 
asked the American people to take some 
other approach to the Iraqi situation 
other than killing and being killed? 
What kind of commander asks his troops 
to die for nothing, or sends them off to 
fight while others stay home and con-
tinue to feast? 
It is imperative that American parents 
and youth seriously consider the option 
of conscientious objection to war and 
killing. I have been to Dachau and seen 
the cruel results of heinous leadership— 
it does something to one's perception of 
war vindication. The justification for 
armed conflict (if there is one) must be 
difficult. The question of killing or being 
killed needs to be weighed very care-
fully, prayerfully, and with a thorough 
understanding of the situation. 
The Brethren in Christ Church has a 
long history of opposition to war and 
violent solution to conflict. We are not a 
people against our nation. This situation 
creates, in many of us, a dilemma of a 
willingness to serve one's country while 
serving one's conscience as well. It is my 
conviction that anyone conscientiously 
objecting to fighting in the Middle East 
is well justified in doing so. 
Lives of the poor have been wasted to 
protect the assets of the rich throughout 
history. Hopefully, in your quest for a 
"kinder, gentler nation," this concept of 
government's rights will be cast away. 
We should learn about the ultimate 
futility of force from the recent break-
down of Russian domination in Eastern 
Europe. After more than forty years of 
control through military might, they 
have only achieved the distinction of 
bankruptcy. Are we sniffing at the same 
trap? 
You have been entrusted with the 
leadership of perhaps the most powerful 
nation on earth. Although, as you know 
full well, even you are not all powerful. 
You have an awesome responsibility. I 
pray for peace daily. I pray for our lead-
ership daily. I hope you earnestly pray 
for peace also and will continue to 
search for peaceful solutions to this 
conflict. 
Sincerely, 
Roger L. Williams 
Roger Williams is executive director of 
the Board for Media Ministries. 
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